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WIMSIG Black Swan Academy of Mathematics Travel Award 
 

The WIMSIG Black Swan Academy Travel Award provides full or partial support for 
women, trans and gender diverse mathematicians based in Australia to visit the 
University of WA for a research collaboration. As part of the visit, the awardee will be 
expected to deliver both a public lecture and a research seminar, and the opportunity 
to have scientific interactions including possible mentoring sessions with Professor 
Enrico Valdinoci.   
 

The award is funded by the HiCi fund of Professor Enrico Valdinoci.  It is awarded on a 
competitive basis by a selection committee of distinguished mathematicians, 
appointed by the Executive Committee of WIMSIG and the Black Swan Academy of 
Mathematics.  
 

Applications close on the 10 October 2026. Applicants must complete the application 
form and provide a CV and other supporting documentation as detailed below.  These 
should be sent to the Selection Committee via the email address WIMSIG-
secretary@austms.org.au.  

Rules of the WIMSIG Black Swan Academy of Mathematics Travel Award  
1. Eligibility: Applicants must be women, trans or gender diverse people 
who: 

a. have been members of WIMSIG for at least 1 year; 
b. hold a PhD (or equivalent) in the mathematical sciences; and  
c. have an Australian work address. 

2. The award will be based on the benefits of the proposed travel to the 
applicant’s research program, including the alignment of the applicant’s 
research to any proposed collaborations during the visit.  The selection 
committee reserves the right to consult with the appropriate assessors. 
3. The successful applicant is expected to give both a research 
seminar talk and a public lecture.  
4. Applications must be sent via email to WIMSIG-
secretary@austms.org.au by the 10th October 2026.  
5. Applications consist of:  

a. a current CV of at most 3 pages; and 
b. the completed application form which includes the purpose of the 
proposed trip and how it will advance the applicant’s research, and a 
budget listing actual expected expenses (which may exceed the total 
amount that can be granted). 

6. The applicant should arrange for a letter of support and a CV from the 
person that they will visit to be sent to the Selection Committee care 
of WIMSIG-secretary@austms.org.au by the 10th October 2026.  The letter 
should confirm that the writer agrees to the applicant’s visit at the proposed 
time. 
7. The proposed travel must be scheduled to be taken no later than 30 
September 2027. 
8. In applying for a WIMSIG Black Swan Academy of Mathematics Travel 
Award, applicants agree that their name can be published on the website 
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and in the journals of the Australian Mathematics Society and the Black 
Swan Academy of Mathematics. The Award recipient agrees to submit a brief 
report to WIMSIG within one month of completion of the travel, and that this 
report may be published in whole or in part in the Gazette of the Australian 
Mathematical Society.  
9. The Selection Committee of the AustMS Women in Mathematics Special 
Interest Group and the Black Swan Academy of Mathematics will make 
recommendations to the Chair of the WIMSIG Executive Committee on the 
award of the WIMSIG Black Swan Academy of Mathematics. The Selection 
Committee will recommend the amount to be granted, up to a maximum of 
$3000 to the successful applicant. 

 

WIMSIG Black Swan Academy of Mathematics Travel Award Application  
Name:   
  
Email Address:   
  
Current Institution or Employer:  
  
PhD: Institution and Year  
  
  
I declare that I am a current member of the Australian Mathematical Society (AustMS) and a 
member of the Women in Mathematics Special Interest Group (WIMSIG), and that I have been a 
member of AustMS and WIMSIG for the last 12 months.  
  
A letter of support and a CV will be emailed to WIMSIG-secretary@austms.org.au from one 
of the persons that you intend to visit by the 10th October 2026.  Please give the name 
and details of this invitee.  
  
  
  
  
  
I will be giving a research seminar during the proposed trip. Please give the title of the proposed 
presentation.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
I will be giving a public lecture during the proposed trip. Please give the title of the proposed 
presentation.  
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I agree that I will support a (at most one page) report of my trip within one month of the 
completed travel to WIMSIG-secretary@austms.org.au  
  
Travel Proposal (At most one page including references).    
Briefly describe the purpose of the proposed travel, and how it will advance your 
research. Please include a list of people that you plan to collaborate with during the visit. All 
budget items should be justified.  Attach your travel proposal as a separate page.  
  
Travel Budget  
  
Travel (airfares and location transportation)    
Accommodation    
Other (please specify)    

Total budget    
Total requested (maximum $3000)    

  
Application Checklist:   
  
Current CV attached (at most 3 pages)  
  
Travel proposal attached (at most 1 page)  
  
I have arranged a letter of support and a CV from the one of the persons that I will visit which 
will be emailed directly to WIMSIG-secretary@austms.org.au  
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