R23 Trithang Tran

Through the support of the Anne Penfold Street Award, I was able to attend
the Meanjin DELTA conference in Brisbane, held on 23 — 28 November. This
is an international mathematics education conference, held every two years
in the southern hemisphere. As part of the conference, I presented research
on mathematical communication (joint work with Oliver Murfett), which
is published in the conference special issue of the journal: International
Journal of Mathematical Education in Science and Technology.

The talk title (and name of the article) was: “Mathematical communi-
cation: conceptions of academics in mathematics and statistics”.

The Anne Penfold Street Award specifically supported carer arrange-
ments for my three year old son, through allowing my partner to take extra
days of leave from her own work, as well as support for sending my son to
childcare on additional days where otherwise, I would have been the primary
carer.

R24 Neda Khodabakhsh Joniani

I would like to sincerely thank WIMSIG Anne Penfold Street for supporting
my attendance at 14th European Conference on Mathematical & Theoretical
Biology, Joint event by SMB and ESMTB on July 13-17, 2026, University
of Graz, Austria.

ECMTRB is one of the leading international conferences in mathematical
biology, bringing together more than 500 researchers from around the world,
including many of the field’s leading experts. The conference featured out-
standing plenary lectures and a wide range of excellent presentations, giving
me the opportunity to learn about the latest developments and emerging
research topics in mathematical biology.

This year, I co-organised a minisymposium titled “Modelling Ocular Dis-
ease: From Mechanisms to Treatment”, which featured three invited speak-
ers, including myself. I also presented my research titled “How Mechanical
Forces Shape Stratification and Wound Healing Dynamics in the Corneal
Epithelium”, and I received valuable feedback and encouraging discussions
from the audience. The ECMTB/SMB meeting provides an exceptional
opportunity to connect with researchers working at the interface of mathe-
matics, biology, and medicine.

Alongside the agent-based model developed in my current research, I am
also constructing a corresponding PDE framework to describe the underlying
tissue dynamics. During the conference, I had the opportunity to discuss my
PDE model with several experts in the field and received insightful feedback
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that will help strengthen and further develop my modelling framework. This
was particularly valuable to me.

As a final-year PhD student, opportunities like this are incredibly im-
portant for refining my research, building collaborations, and preparing for
the next stage of my academic career.

Thank you again for your generous support. I truly appreciate the op-
portunity it gave me to attend this conference.
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