
Love succeeded Professor Cherry as Chairrrian of the Mathematics Standing Committee of the 
Schools Board, University of Melbourne. In this position, he was never far removed from 
syllabuses and examination papers in school mathematics. Within the University, he was Dean 
of the Faculty of Arts from 1960 to 1962 (the Mathematics Department did not become part 
of the Faculty of Science until 1966). And on Professor Cherry's retirement at the end of 1963, 
Russell Love became Head of the Department of Mathematics; his initial aim was to continue 
the Cherry tradition of teaching those areas of mathematics most likely to serve Science and 
Engineering students, but he soon realised that pressures for the Department to diversify its 
offerings were too great to ignore, and so began a process of change in mathematics subjects 
which others in the then Department of Mathematics continued after his retirement. 

Russell Love retired in 1977. He became Professor Emeritus, and was appointed honorary 
Professorial Fellow with the title of Professor in the Department of Mathematics. He was 
awarded Sc.D., University of Cambridge in 1978 for his work in Analysis, and in 1991 he was 
awarded the Honorary Degree of D.Sc., University of Melbourne. Since his retirement, he has 
been an invited speaker at a substantial number of conferences, and has written 48 papers; the 
dominant topics in his research during his retirement years have been inequalities and special 
functions, especially Legendre functions. He has maintained his teaching interests by being a 
sessional tutor in the Department of Mathematics. 

The Mathematics Department (now the Department of Mathematics and Statistics) at the 
University of Melbourne has been fortunate to have the services of Professor Russell Love for 
60 years. He has contributed significantly to the development of the Department, the University 
of Melbourne, and mathematics in the general community. He was a man of integrity - a true 
gentleman, who was held in the highest esteem by his colleagues and his students. 

John F. Clark, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, The University of Melbourne. 

OBITUARY 

KEVIN C. WESTFOLD 

Professor Kevin C. Westfold passed away on 3 October, aged 80. He was a member of AustMS 
and ANZIAM and was a Council member of the Society from 1959-1961 and 1962-1964. Prof 
Westfold obtained three degrees from the University of Melbourne and the DPhil (Oxford) in 
1951. He held fellowships from the Royal Astronomical society and the Astronomical Society 
of Australia. 

Prof Westfold was appointed Foundation Professor of Mathematics at Monash University and 
Dean of Science from 1962 to 1975. He retired from the University in 1986 after five years as 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor. His research contributions lie in the application of electromagnetic 
theory to astrophysics and geophysics. For many years Kevin Westfold was a lay member of 
the Committee of the Alfred Research and Ethics Unit at the Alfred Hospital, Melbourne. In 
recent years he was Deputy Chair. 
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