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Sid and I welcome you to the first issue of the Gazette for 2026.

Our community has a number of recent successes to celebrate. Beginning with
national awards, John Cannon of the University of Sydney was made an O�cer
of the Order of Australia (AO) in the Australia Day Honours List. And last year,
James Brown of the University of Technology Sydney was made an O�cer of
the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the United Kingdom King’s Birthday
Honours List.

Let us also congratulate Nalini Joshi and her team, who have been awarded $35
million over seven years from the ARC to establish the ARC Centre of Excellence
in Mathematics for Quantum Era Security and Trust (MathQuEST). Its key focus
will be building the critical expertise needed to protect against the imminent
breakdown of cybersecurity protocols by quantum computers.

The winners of the Society’s own awards were announced at its 69th annual
conference AustMS2025 in December and the annual meetings of two of its
Divisions in February. These are reported on in more detail in this issue. We o↵er
our heartiest congratulations to all the award winners. Our Secretary Deborah
Jackson reminds us in her AustMS report that nominations for the next round of
awards is now open.

A novel feature of recent annual conferences has been the Debate. The topic this
time was “AI will destroy mathematics”, which proved to be simultaneously serious
and entertaining. Aidan Sims gives us a lively and detailed report. Separately, in
his President’s Column, he writes in more detail about AustMS2025 and on recent
changes to the leadership of the Society. He also reflects on the contemporary
undergraduate experience, the decline in liveliness of our campuses, and the
continuing need for engagement.

Graeme Cohen writes in detail about a new feature of the Society’s website,
the History of Mathematics page. It includes over eighty clickable items of
general historical interest such as Australian Mathematics, Indigenous Mathe-
matics, Olympiads, School Mathematics, individual universities, obituaries and
biographies of Australian mathematicians. We are indebted to Graeme for his
e↵ort as editor of this page. Check it out.

The state of Mathematical teaching is an issue of perennial interest. Terry Mills
has provided a statistical analysis of vacancies for mathematics teachers in Victoria
in the last five years.

The News section has the usual updates from individual departments, such as
new PhD graduates, awards and grants, sta↵ changes, and a list of conferences of
potential interest to Australian mathematicians. Research workshops planned at
the MATRIX institute in Creswick are listed separately in the MATRIX report
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from Tom Keegan. Tom also recalls the various forms of support available through
MATRIX, and calls for new applications.

Last but not least are our regular recreational mathematics articles: Fun with
Numbers and the Puzzle Corner.

David Yost, Centre for Smart Analytics, Federation University Australia, Ballarat,
VIC 3353. Email: d.yost@federation.edu.au

David Yost has lived in eight countries and ten cities. This has
included working full-time at La Trobe University, the Australian National
University, the Free University of Berlin, the University of Extremadura,
King Saud University, and the University of Ballarat/Federation University.
He has been the recipient of a Queen Elizabeth II Fellowship, a Humboldt
Fellowship and the Lester R Ford Award. His leadership roles included
Deputy Head of School for three years, Acting Director of the Centre for
Informatics and Applied Optimization at FedUni for two years, and one
time Director of the AustMS Annual Meeting. Most of his research has
been in Banach spaces, but in recent years he has focussed on combinatorial
geometry. He has also dabbled in C*-algebras, approximation theory, finite
dimensional convexity, and optimisation.

mailto:d.yost@federation.edu.au
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Aidan Sims*

Welcome, everybody, to a new year of mathematics and collegiality. I hope that
you had an opportunity to wind down over the Summer break and recharge your
batteries a little.

I’ll begin this year by once more congratulating Yuri Nikolayevski, Olga Minchin,
Marcel Jackson and all of their team at La Trobe university, and also Luke
Bennetts, our Vice President Annual Conferences, on the enormously successful
69th Annual Meeting of the Australian Mathematical Society last December. It was
very much enjoyed by all who attended. The plenary lectures were of exceptional
quality and very engaging, with topics ranging from computational approximation
to the topology of polymer folding to exciting advances in combinatorics to the
appearance of category theory in mathematical physics. Tobin Driscoll’s public
lecture on why your calculator is not always telling you the exact truth but
why you can trust it anyway was both accessible and informative. And with well
over 100 student talks, a vibrant poster display, a delightful mathematical-art
exhibition, and a highly entertaining debate on the proposition “That AI will
destroy mathematics,” it was an energising and entertaining week. We also had the
opportunity to recognise the exceptional achievements of some of our members:
Ramiro Lafuente (AustMS Medal); Enrico Valdinoci (George Szekeres Medal);
Paul Norbury (Gavin Brown Prize); Justin Forlano and collaborators (Mahony–
Neumann–Room Prize); Emily Cook (Teaching Excellence Award); and Ravindi
Nanayakkara (Teaching Excellence (EC) Award). Congratulations once again to
all. As I write, I look forward to hearing about an equally successful and engaging
ANZIAM conference in Canberra in February.

The annual meeting, and the attendant AGM, marked a number of departures
and new arrivals to the AustMS Council and its various committees. I extend a
hearty farewell to the hard-working members of the society who reached the ends
of their terms, a warm welcome to our new Council and committee members, and
a quiet acknowledgement of those continuing in their roles. My thanks to you all
for your contributions to our Society. In particular, congratulations and welcome
to Murray Elder, our new Incoming President, and to Alina Ostafe, our new Vice
President. I am already very much enjoying working with both of you; though I am
yet to feel completely at ease without the steadying presence of our Past President
Jessica Purcell and previous VP Finnur Larrusson at our weekly executive-team
catch ups. And I am very grateful for the stability and expertise provided by our
long-serving Treasurer, Lilia Ferrario and Secretary, Deborah Jackson.

I was very excited at the announcement of the newly funded ARC Centre of
Excellence in Mathematics for Quantum-Era Security and Trust (MathQuEST)
led by Nalini Joshi at the University of Sydney. This funding represents a massive

⇤Email: President@austms.org.au
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investment in the interaction and collaboration between mathematics, computer
science and information science that is needed to address the security challenges
emerging with the advent of quantum computing. It is a very welcome recognition
of the vital and ever-growing role of mathematics in our technology-driven world.

I have been ruminating on how the undergraduate experience has changed,
particularly in the aftermath of the pandemic. It is an oft-repeated complaint that
students do not attend classes (or campus) nearly as regularly as they did, say, 10
years ago. Part of that is down to the need to work to counter the increasing cost-
of-living pressures. But I think another contributing factor is that 2020–2021 was
a “generational gap” in terms of a 3-year undergraduate or PhD cohort. We often
surprise non-mathematicians with the observation that studying mathematics is
not a spectator sport; but I think it is also a surprise to many to learn that very
much is a team sport. I’ve seen some great successes in increasing mathematics
students’ engagement with university life achieved by creating a social atmosphere
in which students can learn, study and discuss mathematics across their degree
cohorts. Simple measures like providing communal study and socialisation spaces
and actively encouraging maths students to use them, or organising informal
lunchtime discussions of “maths-adjacent” topics. The AustMS and its student
body, the Australian Association of Mathematics Students (AAMS) are keen to
encourage and support such activities. Ideas and suggestions are always welcome.

This time last year I wrote excitedly about the Praeger–Henstridge gift, adminis-
tered by the AMSI Foundation, and said that we would be working on determining
how to use the funding that it frees up to support equity, diversity and inclusion
in mathematics. I’m excited to tell you that Council has resolved to establish a
new Praeger–Henstridge Initiative, which will constitute an annual open call for
proposals of activities that would have significant impact on EDI in the next 12
months. The administering committee will be comprised of representatives of the
EDI Committee, WIMSIG, and Council, and it will soon be establishing guidelines
for proposals, and calling for proposals for 2027.

Finally, grant season (in particular the 2027 round of ARC DECRA applications),
is upon us. The AustMS is once again providing feedback to members of the Society
working on DECRA applications, through the good o�ces of our Vice President
Alina Ostafe and her generous team of volunteers. Please let colleagues who are
preparing DECRA applications know about the opportunity. And if you yourself
are a DECRA applicant, my best wishes and encouragement to you in preparing
your proposal!

Aidan Sims completed his PhD, supervised by Iain Raeburn, at the
University of Newcastle in 2003. After a postdoc at Newcastle, he
moved to a continuing position at the University of Wollongong
in 2007, and then to the University of New South Wales in 2025.
His research is on C⇤-algebraic representations of combinatorial,
topological and dynamical objects, and links between C⇤-algebras and
abstract algebras. He won the 2016 AustMS Medal and was elected
to the Australian Academy of Science in 2025. He has served on the
ARC College, on AMSI’s Research Committee, and as an associate
editor of the AustMS Bulletin and Journal and J. Math. Anal. Appl.
His previous AustMS roles include a term on Council, membership of
the EDI Committee, and Vice President.
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Peter M. Higgins*

Welcome to Puzzle Corner 90 of the Gazette of the Australian Mathematical
Society. In this first section I shall introduce “How consistent are methods of
football rankings?”. After that I present a solution to Puzzle Corner 89 “Pigeonhole
tricks”.

I would be happy to receive your solution to Puzzle Corner 89 not later than
April 20, 2026. The email address for solutions is austmspuzzles@gmail.com. Any
particularly interesting solutions received before the deadline will be mentioned in
the next Puzzle Corner or, if size warrants, included in the section Addendum to
Puzzle Corner, which is edited by Alex Bishop and me.

⇧ ⇧ ⇧ ⇧ ⇧ ⇧

How consistent are methods of football rankings?

In soccer, there are two di↵erent tie-break methods used to order performances
of teams that otherwise have secured the same number of points in their league
table. They are both based on F , the count of goals scored for the team, versus
A, goals scored against. The first statistic is the goal average, which is R = F

A ,
while the second is goal di↵erence, which is D = F �A. We shall refer to the two
respective ranking methods as the R-ranking and the D-ranking.

In professional football, R has given way to D, as the latter better rewards goals
scored. In AFL football, a game with much higher score numbers, it is R that is
still used in the form of the percentage, which is simply 100R. This statistic is not
really a percentage of anything but generally gives a number in the range of 50 to
200, and it equals 100 exactly when F = A.

The fact that D tends to reward scoring indicates that the two ranking methods
may sometimes disagree. In practice though, this is not very often. Checking the
four final tables of the 92 professional English football teams for the 2023/24 season
shows that there would have been no change whatsoever in these final rankings
if ties were calculated using R instead of D. The case closest to causing a switch
occurred in the Championship (second of the four divisions) where Stoke city in
17th position in the table had F = 49, A = 60, finishing one place ahead of Queens
Park Rangers for which F = 47 and A = 58. These teams tied both on points won
(56) and they also shared the same goal di↵erence of D = �11. Stoke finished
ahead of QPR by virtue of greater F value: Stoke had scored two more goals than
QPR. If goal average had been the second tie-breaker (R instead of F ), the order

⇤Email: peteh@essex.ac.uk
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would remain the same: the value of R for Stoke was 49
60 = 0.8167, while that for

QPR was 47
58 = 0.8103.

And so, in practice the change from R to D amounts to little more than a gesture
to reward scoring, although that is no bad thing. Moreover, D is always an integer
and is easier to calculate than R, and so the change from R to D seems a sensible,
albeit a very minor, reform of the ranking system.

However, there is a nice mathematical problem lurking in this set-up in the form
of the question of just how inconsistent the two systems could possibly be. In other
words, if all teams were ranked purely by R and then purely by D, how di↵erent
could the outcomes be? Could one ranking represent the complete reversal of the
other?

A moment’s thought reveals that the answer to this question is ‘no’ as both systems
will rank a team that has scored more goals than it has allowed against it ahead
of team that has not. However, let us just consider teams with what we will call a
positive record, by which we mean D > 0 or equivalently, R > 1.

Problem. Show that, for any number n � 2 of teams, each with a positive record,
it is possible for the D-ranking to be the complete reverse of the R-ranking.

Solutions to Puzzle Corner 89 “Pigeonhole tricks”

Problem 1. Regard the integers 1, 2, · · · , 2n as being grouped in pairs of
consecutive numbers:

(1, 2), (3, 4), · · · , (2n� 1, 2n).

These will be our n pigeon holes. As we draw a set of m = n + 1 integers from
1, 2, · · · , 2n to form our set A, we make n+1 choices from our list of n pairs, so that
at least one pair (k, k+1) say, is chosen twice. Therefore we have two numbers, k
and k + 1, that both lie in A. Clearly two consecutive integers like these have no
common factor a � 2, as the gap between multiples of a is, of course, a, and this
observation completes the proof of the claim.

Problem 2. Begin by noting that any positive integer t has a unique factorization
of the form t = 2km, (k � 0), where m is odd, and so we call m the odd part of t.
Now take t such that 1  t  n, so that 2t = 2k+1m lies in the range 1, 2, · · · , 2n.
Observe that t and 2t have the same odd parts. It follows that the set O of odd
parts of numbers in the list 1, 2, · · · , 2n has at most n members.

We now take O to represent our set of mail slots and mail each t = 2km from our
set A to its odd part, m in O. Then

|A| = n+ 1 > n � |O|,

whence from the Pigeonhole principle it follows that two distinct members, a and
b of A, share the same odd part, m. Let us then write a = 2km and b = 2lm. It
follows that the smaller of a and b divides the larger, which is the conclusion we
seek.
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Problem 3. The size, n + 1, of the set A in both problems is as small as we
can insist on while guaranteeing the stated outcome in each case. For the first
problem we may, for example, take the set of even numbers, A = {2, 4, · · · , 2n} as
our subset of {1, 2, · · · , n}. Then A has size n but each two members of A share a
common factor of 2 (and the same is true of any subset of A with more than one
member).

As for Problem 2, similarly we have the set {n+1, n+2, · · · , 2n}, which is another
subset of size n, yet no number in that list is a divisor of any other.

Peter Higgins is a Professor of Mathematics at the University
of Essex. He is the inventor of Circular Sudoku, a puzzle type
that has featured in many newspapers, magazines, books, and
computer games all over the world. He has written extensively
on the subject of mathematics and won the 2013 Premio Peano
Prize in Turin for the best book published about mathematics
in Italian in 2012. Originally from Australia, Peter has lived
in Colchester, England with his wife and four children since
1990.



PTE Equations from a Concordant Form

Geo↵rey B Campbell*

1. Prouhet-Tarry-Escott (PTE) Equations

Welcome to Fun With Numbers 19 in the Gazette of the Australian Mathematical
Society. We give solutions to an example of the Prouhet-Tarry-Escott (PTE)
problem:

X

a2A

an =
X

b2B

bn (1.1)

where n = {1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10} for A and B sets of integers, A = {a1, a2, ..., a7} and
B = {b1, b2, ..., b7}.

We state a remarkable identity due to Wróblewski and Piezas, appearing in
Wróblewski [4, see pp.30 Solution code: 10.14.400] from 2009. The solutions of
(1.1) for this identity depend on solving a subset of the Pythagorean triples, as
simultaneous Diophantine equations.

If a2 + b2 = c2, and a2 + 52b2 = d2 in integers, (a pair of conditions called a
concordant form), then for k = 0, 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, (noting that k = 0 is trivial)

(8b)k+(5a�4b)k+(�a�2d)k+(a�2d)k+(�5a�4b)k+(�12b+4c)k+(12b+4c)k

= (4a+8b)k+(3a�2d)k+(�3a�2d)k+(�4a+8b)k+(�16b)k+(a+4c)k+(�a+4c)k.

The first nontrivial case comes from 32+42 = 52, and 32+52⇥42 = 292, yielding:

32 � 1 � 61 � 55 � 31 � 28 + 68 = 44 � 49 � 67 + 20 � 64 + 23 + 17,

322 + 12 + 612 + 552 + 312 + 282 + 682 = 442 + 492 + 672 + 202 + 642 + 232 + 172,

324 + 14 + 614 + 554 + 314 + 284 + 684 = 444 + 494 + 674 + 204 + 644 + 234 + 174,

326 + 16 + 616 + 556 + 316 + 286 + 686 = 446 + 496 + 676 + 206 + 646 + 236 + 176,

328 + 18 + 618 + 558 + 318 + 288 + 688 = 448 + 498 + 678 + 208 + 648 + 238 + 178,

3210 + 110 + 6110 + 5510 + 3110 + 2810 + 6810 = 4410 + 4910 + 6710 + 2010 + 6410 + 2310 + 1710.

⇤Mathematical Sciences Institute, The Australian National University, ACT, 0200.
Email: Geo↵rey.Campbell@anu.edu.au

mailto:Geoffrey.Campbell@anu.edu.au
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The second nontrivial case is from 7832+562 = 7852, and 7832+52⇥ 562 = 8812,
so:

448 + 3691 � 2545 � 979 = 3580 + 587 � 4111 � 2684

�4139 + 2468 + 3812 �896 + 3923 + 2357,

4482 + 36912 + 25452 + 9792 = 35802 + 5872 + 41112 + 26842

+41392 + 24682 + 38122 +8962 + 39232 + 23572,

4484 + 36914 + 25454 + 9794 = 35804 + 5874 + 41114 + 26844

+41394 + 24684 + 38124 +8964 + 39234 + 23574,

4486 + 36916 + 25456 + 9796 = 35806 + 5876 + 41116 + 26846

+41396 + 24686 + 38126 +8966 + 39236 + 23576,

4488 + 36918 + 25458 + 9798 = 35808 + 5878 + 41118 + 26848

+41398 + 24688 + 38128 +8968 + 39238 + 23578,

44810 + 369110 + 254510 + 97910 = 358010 + 58710 + 411110 + 268410

+413910 + 246810 + 381210 +89610 + 392310 + 235710.

More nontrivial cases come from 9892+6602 = 11892, and 9892+52⇥6602 = 48612
giving:

5280 + 2305 � 10711 � 8733 = 9236 � 6755 � 12689 + 1324

�7585 � 3164 + 12676 �10560 + 5745 + 3767,

52802 + 23052 + 107112 + 87332 = 92362 + 67552 + 126892 + 13242

+75852 + 31642 + 126762 +105602 + 57452 + 37672,

52804 + 23054 + 107114 + 87334 = 92364 + 67554 + 126894 + 13244

+75854 + 31644 + 126764 +105604 + 57454 + 37674,

52806 + 23056 + 107116 + 87336 = 92366 + 67556 + 126896 + 13246

+75856 + 31646 + 126766 +105606 + 57456 + 37676,

52808 + 23058 + 107118 + 87338 = 92368 + 67558 + 126898 + 13248

+75858 + 31648 + 126768 +105608 + 57458 + 37678,

528010 + 230510 + 1071110 + 873310 = 923610 + 675510 + 1268910 + 132410

+758510 + 316410 + 1267610 +1056010 + 574510 + 376710;

and also 29412 +148202 = 151092, and 29412 +52⇥ 148202 = 1069092, gives us:

118560 � 44575 � 216759 � 210877 = 130324 � 204995 � 222641 + 106796

�73985 � 117404 + 238276 �237120 + 63377 + 57495,

1185602 + 445752 + 2167592 + 2108772 = 1303242 + 2049952 + 2226412 + 1067962

+739852 + 1174042 + 2382762 +2371202 + 633772 + 574952,

1185604 + 445754 + 2167594 + 2108774 = 1303244 + 2049954 + 2226414 + 1067964

+739854 + 1174044 + 2382764 +2371204 + 633774 + 574954,

1185606 + 445756 + 2167596 + 2108776 = 1303246 + 2049956 + 2226416 + 1067966

+739856 + 1174046 + 2382766 +2371206 + 633776 + 574956,

1185608 + 445758 + 2167598 + 2108778 = 1303248 + 2049958 + 2226418 + 1067968

+739858 + 1174048 + 2382768 +2371208 + 633778 + 574958,

11856010 + 4457510 + 21675910 + 21087710 = 13032410 + 20499510 + 22264110 + 10679610

+7398510 + 11740410 + 23827610 +23712010 + 6337710 + 5749510.

The literature on PTE equations goes back to the mid 19th century. However, the
significant advances appear to coincide with the computer advances from around
1990 onward.
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2. More similar solutions

A most curious, evidently minimal, solution with six terms on each side is:

(�151)0 + (�140)0 + (127)0 + (�86)0 = (�148)0 + (�146)0 + (�121)0 + (94)0

+(�61)0 + (�22)0 +(�47)0 + (35)0,

(�151)1 + (�140)1 + (127)1 + (�86)1 = (�148)1 + (�146)1 + (�121)1 + (94)1

+(�61)1 + (�22)1 +(�47)1 + (35)1,

1512 + 1402 + 1272 + 862 + 612 + 222 = 1482 + 1462 + 1212 + 942 + 472 + 352,

1514 + 1404 + 1274 + 864 + 614 + 224 = 1484 + 1464 + 1214 + 944 + 474 + 354,

1516 + 1406 + 1276 + 866 + 616 + 226 = 1486 + 1466 + 1216 + 946 + 476 + 356,

1518 + 1408 + 1278 + 868 + 618 + 228 = 1488 + 1468 + 1218 + 948 + 478 + 358,

15110 + 14010 + 12710 + 8610 + 6110 + 2210 = 14810 + 14610 + 12110 + 9410 + 4710 + 3510.

The 10th power equation was discovered by Nuutti Kuosa (1999) (published in
Wróblewski [4, see pp.24 Solution code: 10.12.151] and in Borwein et. al. [1]), using
a computer program written by Jean-Charles Meyrignac, as a single-grade solution
to power 10. Four days later Chen Shuwen (see again Borwein et. al. [1]) noticed
it was in fact a multigrade, valid also for powers 2, 4, 6, and 8 (but also for k = 0
and k = 1 as shown here).

Finally, we give a very impressive set of PTE equations with 15 terms each side
(repeats allowed) from the 1994 paper by Borwein and Ignalls [2]:

153k + 143k + 139k + 115k + 111k + 111k + 103k + 89k + 61k + 59k + 57k + 53k + 47k + 5k + 3k

= 151k + 149k + 127k + 123k + 123k + 99k + 95k + 93k + 73k + 65k + 51k + 43k + 41k + 23k + 1k;

valid for each of k = 0, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14. I have seen this online incorrectly given,
extending beyond 14 to 16, 18, 20.

As is usual with our Fun With Numbers results, they are easy to check in
Mathematica, WolframAlpha or any computation machine. For more interesting
insights for deriving these types of PTE solutions see Cipu [3].
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Geo↵rey Campbell completed his PhD at Australian Na-
tional University in 1998 under Rodney Baxter and has
enjoyed continued a�liation with the ANU Mathematics
Department for 30 years. He also served as a Visitor with
LaTrobe University Mathematics and Statistics Department
for 8 years. His career has included various Common-
wealth and State government contract roles, including at
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet; and at a
Royal Commission. Geo↵rey recently published his book
Vector Partitions, Visible Points and Ramanujan Functions
(https:www.routledge.com/9781032003665) at Chapman and
Hall Publishers, and is also a published poet in Australia.
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Australia Day Honours 2026

Professor John CANNON AO

John Cannon, Professor of Mathematics at the University of Sydney, has been
made an O�cer of the Order of Australia (AO) in the Australia Day Honours
for distinguished service to tertiary education, to mathematical computation, to
cryptography, and to the development of algebraic software systems.

John has served Sydney University since 1967. He is a world expert on the
development and implementation of algorithms in pure mathematics. He is the
founder of the computer algebra system Magma, used daily by mathematicians
worldwide. Distributed by the Computational Algebra Research Group at the
University of Sydney, Magma is a large software package which includes numerous
algorithms for the solution of problems in algebra, group theory, combinatorics,
geometry and number theory, as well as in a number of other areas.



Australian Mathematical Society Awards

Major awards of the Society, and of its two divisions ANZAMP and ANZIAM,
were announced at recent conferences. Their citations follow.

AustMS Awards

The Society’s major awards were announced on Tuesday 9th December 2025, at
the Opening Ceremony of the 69th Annual Meeting of the Society, held at Latrobe
University.

2025 AustMS Medal

Ramiro A. Lafuente, University of Queensland

Ramiro Lafuente is an Associate Professor at the University of Queensland (UQ)
which he joined in 2018. From 2019 to 2021 he was an Australian Research Council
(ARC) DECRA fellow. In 2023, he was awarded the University of Queensland
Foundation Research Excellence Award. He is currently the lead CI in a 2024 ARC
Discovery Project, and an ARC Future Fellow (2025–2028).

Lafuente’s research focuses on the interplay between geometry, symmetry and
di↵erential equations, and involves the development and application of techniques
from various areas of mathematics, including Riemannian geometry, Lie theory,
gauge theory, algebraic geometry and partial di↵erential equations. In his work,
he has successfully addressed several longstanding open problems, establishing
himself as a leading figure in the field. His contributions have appeared in some of
the most prestigious mathematics journals.

In collaboration with C. Böhm, Lafuente achieved his first major breakthrough
in 2018, providing a comprehensive description of the long-term behaviour of
homogeneous solutions to the Ricci flow in arbitrary dimensions (Inventiones
Mathematicae, 2018).

Lafuente and Böhm then embarked on a quest to answer the Alekseevskii
conjecture, dating back to 1975. In 2023, building on earlier progress published in
Geometry & Topology, they successfully proved the conjecture in its entirety. This
ground-breaking achievement has since appeared in the Journal of the American
Mathematical Society. Rather than closing a chapter in di↵erential geometry, this
paper has resulted in a wide variety of further questions and research avenues,
which are currently being pursued by Lafuente, his research group, and many
other scholars in the field.

Lafuente’s research interests also include Hermitian geometry, a complex analogue
of Riemannian geometry. He has studied geometric flows in this setting, resulting
in the publication of three co-authored papers in highly prestigious journals.
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Furthermore, in 2022, jointly with his PhD student James Stanfield, he gave a
partial answer to a question posed by Fields medallist Shing-Tung Yau in 1993.

In addition to his research contributions, Lafuente has demonstrated a strong
dedication to teaching, student supervision, and service to the mathematics
community. In 2024, he was awarded the UQ Faculty of Science’s Teaching
Excellence Award. He is an editor for the journal Di↵erential Geometry and
its Applications. He has actively participated in organising seminar series and
international conferences. He serves on several Problem Selection Committees for
Mathematics competitions, including the Simon Marais Mathematics Competition.
Moreover, Lafuente regularly participates in mentoring programs for high school
students, undergraduates, and ECRs, providing valuable guidance and support to
the younger generations.

2025 George Szekeres Medal

Enrico Valdinoci, University of Western Australia

Enrico Valdinoci is a worthy recipient of the George Szekeres Medal due to their
extraordinary scientific achievements and the profound and lasting impact they
have had on multiple scientific communities.

Enrico has an exceptional scientific track record, characterized by deep originality,
technical mastery, and visionary breadth. Their work stands out for the way
it has shaped and redefined major areas in mathematical analysis and partial
di↵erential equations. In particular, their recent results on nonlocal minimal
surfaces and phase coexistence models are a genuine landmark in these fields.
These contributions resolve deep open problems, such as the regularity of nonlocal
minimal surfaces, discover brand-new features, such as the stickiness phenomenon,
open entirely new directions of research, and have already influenced a wide
range of subsequent works. Their insights into the geometry and dynamics of
nonlocal interfaces represent a conceptual leap, combining sophisticated analysis
with striking mathematical intuition.

What further distinguishes Enrico is the astonishing breadth of their scientific
curiosity and impact. Their research interests range from the foundations of
mathematical physics to the applications of analysis in biology and the social
sciences. In mathematical biology, Enrico has authored influential articles on
population dynamics and animal foraging behaviour. These works elegantly
integrate rigorous mathematical modeling with biological realism. In the social
sciences, Enrico has authored a remarkable monograph on the mathematics of
civil wars. This work is emblematic of Enrico’s unique ability to cross disciplinary
boundaries and use mathematical tools to provide clarity and insight into complex
societal phenomena.

In mathematical physics, Enrico has made fundamental contributions to the theory
of Arnold di↵usion, notably providing an optimal estimate on the timescales
involved in the process, thus confirming a conjecture by Boris Chirikov that had
remained unresolved for decades. Enrico has also solved a long-standing problem in
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celestial mechanics, originally formulated by William Je↵erys and Jurgen Moser,
concerning the stability and structure of planetary regimes.

In material science, Enrico has developed a robust body of work on the theory
of atomic dislocations in crystals. Their contributions include a pioneering
model for dislocation collision and relaxation, which sheds new light on the
microscopic mechanics of crystalline materials. This work has both provided
valuable theoretical foundations and influenced the applied modelling of material
deformation and defect dynamics.

Throughout their career, Enrico has consistently collaborated with the most
distinguished mathematicians in their fields, including Luis Ca↵arelli (Bôcher
Memorial Prize, Rolf Schock Prize, Leroy P. Steele Prize, Wolf Prize, Shaw
Prize, Abel Prize), Alessio Figalli (Peccot Lecture, EMS Prize, Stampacchia
Medal, Feltrinelli Prize, Fields Medal), and John Mather (Carty Award for
the Advancement of Science, National Order of Scientific Merit, George David
Birkho↵ Prize, Brouwer Medal, and inventor of the Aubry-Mather theory). These
collaborations are a testament to the central role that Enrico occupies in the
global mathematical community and have led to some of the most widely cited
and impactful results in contemporary mathematics.

The scientific productivity of Enrico is equally remarkable. Since relocating to
Australia in 2016, they have authored 155 research articles and six books, as
recorded in MathSciNet. This volume of high-calibre work is exceptional and
reflects both sustained creativity and an extraordinary work ethic. In parallel,
Enrico has received a number of prestigious scientific prizes and honours,
recognizing both individual contributions and the broader influence of their
research program.

Beyond their scholarly output, Enrico is also a leader in promoting mathematics
on a global scale. They are frequently invited to deliver colloquia, seminars, and
minicourses at top institutions all over the world. These invitations are a clear
indicator of Enrico’s exceptional reputation, and of the relevance and timeliness
of their work.

Enrico’s dedication to the advancement of mathematics is further demonstrated
by their exceptional service record. They have founded and managed several
high-quality academic journals which operate on a no-cost model (free for
authors to publish and free for readers to access). This commitment to genuinely
open-access science is both admirable and impactful, reflecting their deep belief in
the accessibility and democratisation of knowledge. Moreover, Enrico has been
instrumental in organizing numerous international conferences and workshops,
fostering global collaboration and the exchange of ideas across mathematical
disciplines. Many of Enrico’s mentees have gone on to secure high-level positions in
academia and industry and credit Enrico’s guidance, encouragement, and rigorous
training as a defining factor in their careers.

For all these reasons, Enrico Valdinoci is a worthy nominee for the Award George
Szekeres Medal.
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2025 Gavin Brown Prize

Paul Norbury, University of Melbourne

For the paper “A new cohomology class on the moduli space of curves”. Geometry
& Topology, 27 (2023), 2695-2761.

This influential single-author paper charts new directions for research into
geometry. The paper links a geometric construction in algebraic geometry to a
universal object in integrable systems with immediate applications to a variety of
problems in geometry.

The moduli space of Riemann surfaces is a classical and rich topic that has been
one of the most studied in pure mathematics. Deligne and Mumford introduced
a compactification of the moduli space which is a fundamental tool in algebraic
geometry. The key result of the paper is the construction of the Theta class, a
collection of cohomology classes over the Deligne-Mumford compactification that
has wide applications in geometry and mathematical physics.

In this paper, Norbury characterises the Theta class by natural restriction
properties on the Deligne-Mumford compactification. Subsequently, existence of
classes satisfying such properties is proven via a construction involving all spin
structures on a curve. The author also points the way to applications to open
problems in geometry via conjectures and some proven results.

As a result of the nominated paper, new links between the area of integrable
systems and geometry have been recently studied in connection with the Theta
class.

One reviewer remarked “The paper under consideration proposes an entirely
distinct direction of research, which I think it is fair to characterize as completely
unexpected. Norbury establishes enough about his new intersection theory to
conjecture which integrable hierarchy governs it. I would call this paper a tour
de force”.

2024 Mahony-Neumann-Room Prize

Russell Edson, Judith Bunder, Trent Mattner, Anthony Roberts

For the paper “Lyapunov exponents of the Kuramoto–Sivashinsky PDE.” The
ANZIAM Journal, 61 (2019), 270-285.

The Kuramoto–Sivashinsky equation is a fourth-order nonlinear partial di↵erential
equation that arises in a variety of physical systems, particularly in contexts
involving instabilities and spatiotemporal chaos. It is widely studied in mathe-
matical physics as a prototype for understanding turbulence, pattern formation,
and chaotic dynamics.

The paper analyses the chaotic dynamics inherent in the Kuramoto-Sivashinsky
equation. An exhaustive computational calculation of the Lyapunov exponents
is performed. This calculation is numerically challenging because of the need to
renormalise and the calculation of 24 of these exponents represents a significant



18 Australian Mathematical Society Awards

achievement. This led to novel information about how the Lyapunov exponents
and Kaplan-Yorke dimension depend on the domain size and allowed the authors
to track the development of increasingly chaotic regimes. The authors were able
to also conclude that the Kuramoto–Sivashinsky equation may be analysed by
a domain reduction method with suitable coupling, proposing important future
directions from this work.

The paper has already received significant citations with 48 on Google scholar. It
represents a fundamental study on one of the most di�cult problems in applied
mathematics, the chaotic behaviour of partial di↵erential equations.

2025 Mahony-Neumann-Room Prize

Justin Forlano, Tadahiro Oh, Yuzhao Wang

For the paper “Stochastic nonlinear Schrödinger equation with almost space-time
white noise”. J. Aust. Math. Soc. 109 (2020), 44–67.

This paper settles a challenging problem and a notable goal in the field of
stochastic nonlinear Schrödinger equations: local well-posedness (with almost
space-time white noise) for the case of cubic nonlinearities. The authors set their
work in context via clear description of relevant previous work, and establish
its significance, including discussion of important applications in physics. As two
examples, the cubic nonlinear Schrödinger equation describes the propagation of
light waves in optical fibers and it can be used in the study of Bose-Einstein
condensates. The almost space-time white noise here allows for a generalization of
the classical model. The results and di�cult arguments in the paper continue to be
widely acknowledged, including two recent citations in Inventiones Mathematicae.
Given the international activity in the field, further accrual of citations and
corresponding recognition of the Journal is to be expected.

AustMS Award for Teaching Excellence

Emily Cook, Swinburne University of Technology

For creating Brick Maths, a series of stop-motion LEGO® animations that
enhance student engagement and conceptual understanding in linear algebra.
Integrating physical modelling with evidence-based multimedia pedagogy, her
approach supports the visualisation of abstract mathematical topics and brings
word problems to life. Emily’s innovative animations exemplify excellence in
mathematics education, combining mathematical rigour with imaginative design
to support diverse learners.

AustMS Award for Teaching Excellence (Early Career)

Ravindi Nanayakkara, La Trobe University

For creating welcoming, innovative and engaging learning environments using
e↵ective teaching and learning strategies that positively influenced, encouraged
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and inspired mathematics and statistics students and their studies. Ravindi
fosters curiosity, confidence, and persistence in mathematics and statistics through
innovative teaching practices such as active learning, gamification, and integration
of real-world applications. She demonstrates her commitment to equity in math-
ematics education by providing personalised support to students with learning
or language challenges and creating resources to improve accessibility for diverse
cohorts. Beyond the classroom, she actively contributes to outreach initiatives
that inspire communities and promote diverse participation in mathematics and
statistics.

B.H. Neumann Prize Winners

Prize winners and honourable mentions were announced at the AustMS Conference
Dinner by the Chair of 2025 B.H. Neumann Prize Committee Dr Geetika Verma
(RMIT University), and presented by Prof Aidan Sims, President of the AustMS.

Congratulations to Gustav Kjærbye Bagger (UNSW Canberra) and James Morgan
(The University of Sydney), joint winners of the B.H. Neumann Prize.

Congratulations also to Louie Bernhardt (The University of Melbourne), Jacob
Westerhout (The University of Queensland), Emma McQuire (Monash University)
and Tamara Tambyah (Monash University) for their B.H. Neumann Prize
Honourable Mentions.

Australian and New Zealand Association of Mathematical Physics

The prize announcement was made at the ANZAMP meeting in Gerringong in
February 2026.

2026 Rodney Baxter Prize for Mathematical Physics

A/Prof Michael Wheeler, The University of Melbourne

For distinguished work in stochastic probability, and algebraic combinatorics and
symmetric function theory, in particular the use of techniques from Yang–Baxter
integrable systems to obtain fundamental new results.
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Australian and New Zealand Industrial and Applied Mathematics

The winners of the 2026 ANZIAM awards and medals were announced during the
ANZIAM conference held in Canberra in February 2026.

ANZIAM Medal

Prof Mary Myerscough, University of Sydney

Professor Mary Myerscough is internationally recognised for her expertise in the
application, modelling, and analysis of non-linear dynamical systems, with the
goal to gain a deep conceptual understanding of the qualitative and quantitative
dynamics of biological systems. Throughout her career, Mary has sought to
produce new mathematical models with impact and practical importance in
the life sciences, securely founded in experimental and observational truth. Her
commitment to mentoring and career development, combined with her exemplary
scientific insight, has opened up new systems-based ways of thinking about
scientific problems. It has allowed her and her team of collaborators and students
to gain a fundamental understanding of extremely complex, high-dimensional
systems.

Particularly significant is her ground-breaking research on the population dynam-
ics of honey-bee colonies. Mary developed a modelling framework through which
she could explain, in combination with empirical studies, how individual stress
responses of honey bees interact with social dynamics to cause colony failure. This
research had an immediate and direct impact when it was used by the EU as part
of its case for banning neonicotinoid pesticides. Mary’s observation that ‘fools rush
in where angels fear to tread’ is a characteristically modest turn of phrase, which
fails to mention that it takes bravery and innate talent to tackle and make progress
in a hard area that had been overlooked for modelling, like atherosclerosis. Her
award-winning research contributes to a deeper understanding of the fundamental
biological mechanisms behind the progression of atherosclerosis. She was able to
quantify processes that are essential to atherosclerotic plaque growth, and estimate
a physiological set of parameters that provides well-founded predictions of the
development of early atherosclerotic plaques.

Mary’s leadership has been bold and inspiring, producing important breakthroughs
that are continuing to drive understanding. She has had significant grant funding
success, including six ARC Discovery grants, a University of Sydney Thompson
Fellowship and a grant from the Human Frontiers Science Program. Mary also has
a long record of exceptional national and international service. Her persistence
and perseverance, not in the least while being Chair of the ANZIAM Executive
(2016–2018), has led to a national conversation within ANZIAM about our
community’s engagement with the Australian Research Council’s College of
Experts, leading to new nominations and better representation for the whole
ANZIAM community. Mary has always believed that Australian Mathematical
Biology could, should, and indeed, must be a player on the world stage. She was the
first Australian or New Zealand member of the board, and Secretary of the Society
of Mathematical Biology, paving the way for others. She was instrumental in
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getting the first SMB meeting to be held in Australia (in 2018), which significantly
increased the international profile of Mathematical Biology in Australia, and has
led to deeper engagement with overseas researchers.

EO Tuck Medal

Prof Ngamta (Natalie) Thamwattana, University of Newcastle

Professor Ngamta (Natalie) Thamwattana is an exceptionally gifted applied
mathematician who, for the past 25 years, has made outstanding contributions
to Applied and Industrial Mathematics through her research, teaching, PhD
supervision, mentorship, and service to the mathematics community. Her influence
is felt nationally and internationally, and she is widely recognised as a leader in
her field.

Natalie’s research employs advanced mathematical modelling and mechanics to
address a wide range of problems in engineering and science, from the behaviour
of highly frictional granular materials to complex nanoscale phenomena. Early in
her career, she derived exact analytical solutions for granular-flow problems that
had previously only been treated numerically, marking a major advancement in
the field. Her work in nanoscience has been similarly pioneering: by modelling
the mechanics of interacting atomic and molecular structures, she has produced
powerful analytical results with international impact. Her modelling expertise
spans engineering, chemistry, biology, and medicine, and has led directly to
industrial innovations—including improved design and longevity of permeable
reactive barriers used in groundwater remediation.

Professor Thamwattana has an outstanding publication record, with over 100 ref-
ereed journal articles in leading international journals, as well as a comprehensive
textbook, “Modelling and Mechanics of Carbon-based Nanostructured Materials”.
She has attracted more than $3.4 million in competitive research funding as lead or
chief investigator on multiple Australian Research Council Discovery and Linkage
Projects, reflecting the high esteem in which her research program is held. At the
University of Newcastle, she has served as Director of the Priority Research Centre
for Computer-Assisted Research Mathematics and its Applications (CARMA) and
currently leads the Applied and Industrial Mathematics (AIM) Research Group,
fostering a vibrant research culture and supporting early-career academics.

A dedicated supervisor and mentor, Professor Thamwattana has supervised
12 PhD students to successful completion, with several more currently under
her guidance. Many of her former students now hold research or academic
positions in Australia and overseas. She is also deeply committed to outreach,
regularly organising programs that inspire high school students to pursue advanced
mathematics and promoting diversity and participation in STEM.

Beyond her research and educational contributions, Professor Thamwattana has
demonstrated exceptional leadership and service to the mathematical sciences.
She served as Chair of ANZIAM in 2022–2023 and as Vice-President of the
Australian Mathematical Society during the same period. As ANZIAM Chair,
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she oversaw the establishment of the organisation’s Code of Conduct, the creation
of the ANZIAM investment scheme and Outstanding Service Award, and initiated
the modernisation of ANZIAM’s website and logo, among several other key
milestones. She directed the 2025 ANZIAM Annual Conference and co-directed
the Mathematics in Industry Study Group (MISG) from 2020–2022, strengthening
ties between academia and industry.

Her national service is extensive: she has been a member of the ARC College
of Experts (2021–2026), served on governing and advisory boards for MATRIX
and AMSI, and played key leadership roles within the Australian Mathematical
Society’s Women in Mathematics Special Interest Group (WIMSIG). Through
these roles, she has been a passionate and influential advocate for equity, diversity,
and the advancement of early-career researchers.

Professor Thamwattana’s excellence has been recognised with numerous honours.
In 2014 she received the prestigious ANZIAM J.H. Michell Medal and, in the
same year, the University of Wollongong Vice-Chancellor’s Emerging Researcher
Award. She has since been featured in the 2019 Australian Women of Mathematics
Exhibition and received the 2020 Faculty Award for Excellence in Industry
Engagement for her work with MISG. She has been invited to deliver plenary and
keynote lectures at major national and international conferences, and has served
on editorial boards and conference committees throughout her career, further
cementing her standing in the applied mathematics community.

In summary, Professor Ngamta (Natalie) Thamwattana has an exemplary record
as a researcher, leader, and mentor. Her innovative research has advanced multiple
fields and delivered tangible industrial benefits; her leadership has strengthened
the mathematical sciences community; and her mentorship has fostered the next
generation of applied mathematicians. The selection committee is delighted to
recognise Professor Thamwattana as a most worthy recipient of the EO Tuck
Medal for 2026.

JH Michell Medal

Dr Stuart Johnston, University of Melbourne

Stuart studied mathematics at the Queensland University of Technology, receiving
a Bachelor of Mathematics, a Bachelor of Applied Science with Honours, and then
his PhD in 2017. After a postdoc, a DECRA Fellowship, and three years as an
academic at The University of Melbourne, he founded a quantitative nanomedicine
start-up called Pneumatica Bio.

Stuart’s research focusses on developing multiscale mathematical models of
biological processes in nanoscience, cell biology and ecology. A defining feature
of his research is the connection of mathematical models with data to extract
biological insight. His models allow disentanglement of the complex chemical,
biological, and physical processes that dictate nanoparticle behaviour, providing
an understanding of each process in isolation as a crucial step toward the
rational design of nanoparticle-based therapeutics. Together with his extensive
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network of experimental and theoretical collaborators, he has developed a
method to isolate nanoparticle-cell interaction rates, a key metric for nanoparticle
performance that is obscured by other complex processes. This breakthrough
has enabled comparison of nanoparticles across di↵erent types of experiments,
revealing previously unknown nanoparticle behaviour in tumour spheroids and
organ-on-a-chip experiments.

Stuart has held a DECRA, and two ARC Discovery Projects, one as the sole CI,
an extremely rare achievement for an early-career mathematician. He has also
received various university and state government grants.

Stuart’s publication metrics are impressive for an ECR and include 21 first author
publications and 8 senior-author papers. These publications have been cited over
900 times. He has supervised 12 students in total, 5 of whom were or are PhD
students.

He has delivered invited seminars at the University of Oxford and Politecnico
di Torino, and has been an invited speaker at a Newton Institute workshop. He
has given public lectures as part of National Science Week and has appeared on
ABC television and radio multiple times. In Victoria, his contributions have been
recognised with a Victorian Young Tall Poppy Award for excellence in research
and scientific communication.

Stuart is the current chair of ANZIAM’s Mathematical Biology Special Interest
Group, and is on the Executive of VicANZIAM. He has previously served as the
Early Career Representative for the ANZIAM Executive.

The committee regards Dr Stuart Johnston as an outstanding early career
researcher and a worthy recipient of the 2026 JH Michell Medal.

KA Landman Medal

Assoc Prof Roslyn Hickson, CSIRO and James Cook University

Associate Professor Roslyn Hickson is an applied mathematician whose work
exemplifies the spirit of industrial mathematics through its impact on public health
policy and practice. As Science Leader for Emerging Infectious Diseases at CSIRO
and James Cook University, she develops mathematical and computational models
to support decision-making on emerging, vector-borne and zoonotic diseases, with
a strong One Health and biosecurity focus. Her research spans tuberculosis control,
dengue and Wolbachia interventions, pandemic and seasonal influenza, malaria
elimination in the Asia–Pacific, and quantitative frameworks for viral spillover
risk, producing widely cited contributions and tools now used by governments and
international partners.

Dr Hickson’s career showcases the application of sophisticated mathematical
modelling to complex real-world problems for government and health-sector
industry, including work that helped the Taiwan Centers for Disease Control
recognise the value of in-house modelling capacity. She has held research positions
at the Australian National University, the University of Newcastle, IBM Research
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Australia, and the University of Melbourne’s Centre of Research Excellence in
Malaria Elimination, and has been recognised with honours such as the Ria
de Groot prize for best female postgraduate student, finalist selection for MIT
Technology Review’s EmTech Asia Innovators Under 35 list, a Victorian Young
Tall Poppy Science Award, and the ITS Australia Award for Excellence in
Research and Development. Through her leadership, mentoring, and service to
the mathematical sciences community, Roslyn Hickson has made outstanding and
sustained contributions to industrial mathematics, richly deserving recognition as
the recipient of the inaugural 2026 K. A. Landman Medal for Contributions to
Industrial Mathematics.

Outstanding PhD Thesis Award

Dr Elizabeth Harris (University of Newcastle), Dr David Morselli (Swinburne
University and Politecnico di Torino) and Dr Sandy Spiers (Curtin University)
were joint winners of the 2026 Outstanding PhD Theses Award.

Dr Elizabeth Harris, University of Newcastle

Thesis Title: Leverage Score Sampling for the Minimum Volume Covering Ellipsoid
Problem

Elizabeth’s thesis developed new theoretical insights and practical algorithms
that make the Minimum Volume Covering Ellipsoid problem scalable for large,
high dimensional datasets. This problem has applications across: statistics;
control theory; computational geometry; computer graphics; and engineering.
Elizabeth’s work combined mathematical analysis, algorithm design, and extensive
computation, showing how modern randomised methods can be applied to classical
optimisation problems with a broad impact.

Dr David Morselli, Swinburne University and Politecnico di Torino

Thesis Title: Improving the e↵ectiveness of oncolytic virotherapy: insights from
mathematical modelling

David’s thesis used mathematical modelling to study Oncolytic viruses. Which
are viral particles that specifically infect cancer cells, while mostly preserving
healthy tissues. The main aim of David’s work was to develop mathematical
models to study the spatial dynamics of infections by Oncolytic viruses, with
a special emphasis on the role of stochastic events. This modelling work will help
to evaluate phenomena which currently a↵ect the use of Oncolytic viruses as a
cancer treatment.

Dr Sandy Spiers, Curtin University

Thesis Title: Exact cutting plane methods for quadratic programming problems with
applications

Sandy’s thesis sought to bridge the methodological divide between, concave and
non-concave optimisation problems. This was achieved by adapting cutting plane
methods, which are usually reserved for concave problems, for use on nonconcave
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mixed-integer quadratic programming problems. The work also opened up new
avenues for advancements in cutting plane methods in general. These new methods
were applied to the important application of maintenance scheduling for refinery
operations.

AF Pillow Top-up Scholarship

Ashley Hanson, University of Melbourne

TM Cherry Prize

Elijah Foo, University of Melbourne

Cherry Ripe Prize

Assoc Prof Douglas Brumley, University of Melbourne



Report on the Debate

“AI will destroy mathematics.”

Aidan Sims*

At 1pm on Wednesday 10 December 2025, the 69th Annual Meeting of the
Australian Mathematical Society at La Trobe University featured a lively debate
on the proposition “AI will destroy mathematics”. The debate was chaired by
conference co-organiser Marcel Jackson, and was a well-attended, entertaining,
intriguing and humorous addition, that also prompted thought on a serious topic.

The a�rmative team, introduced as the Robots and consisting of Florian Breuer
(Newcastle), Adriana (Age) Zanca (Melbourne) and Adam Piggott (ANU), arrived
in protective tin-foil hats and opened with Florian who told us not to worry too
much about what AI would do to mathematics: that this is the least of our worries,
because the AI singularity is inevitable by 2030, and entails the destruction of
humanity and all of its endeavours; mathematics is included, but incidental.

The negative team was introduced as the Column-bots (see what Marcel did
there?), and consisted of Lashi Bandara (Deakin), Martine Illing-Kelly (Sydney)
and Bethany Caldwell (UNSW). They led o↵ with Lashi, who pointed out that at
20W to run a human brain vs 400kW to run AI, the latter is not e�cient enough
to kill mathematics. Besides, he argued, mathematics is a fundamentally human
endeavour of curiosity and creativity, citing the existence of 370 di↵erent proofs
of Pythagoras’ theorem – so even if AI can determine whether something is true
or not, humans won’t stop doing mathematics in the quest to understand why.

Age stepped up with the rebuttal that if it does indeed take 20,000 times as much
energy to run AI as to run a human brain, then AI will quickly chew through the
earth’s energy resources – so as her colleague had already explained, by ending
everything AI will, in particular, destroy mathematics. Besides, she argued, AI
leads to a future in which we no longer have to think or be creative – the think-bots
will do it all for us. Mathematics, she pointed out, is nothing if not creative; so by
modus ponens, the destruction of creativity entails the destruction of mathematics.

Martine waxed philosophical: the question is not whether AI will put an end
to humans doing mathematics. Age’s argument that AI will end up doing the
mathematics for us is an argument that AI will not destroy mathematics. She
then took up the social argument for the negative team: previous revolutions have
changed mathematics, created new mathematics, and even created new reasons
to do mathematics; why should AI be di↵erent? It’s just new tech, with new
challenges. As part of the “trifecta of destruction” facing the next generation—the
internet, social media and AI—it heightens the need to critically analyse content,
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rendering mathematics more relevant than ever. Besides, she concluded, AI won’t
have the chance to destroy mathematics—university management is way ahead of
it.

Adam suggested that Martine’s “trifecta of destruction” argument is predicated on
students learning to recognise the value of mathematics. But that the emergence of
AI is arguably mitigating against students learning anything at all. He appealed to
the classics, quoting Socrates on the deleterious e↵ects of the invention of writing.
“AI cannot love mathematics for you,” he argued, “and nor can it inspire you
to love mathematics.” Rather, he suggested that “brain-rot” and the inevitable
death of the human attention-span through over-consumption of AI-generated
social media is leading inexorably to “Skibbidy mathematics” (this one made even
my teenagers groan appreciatively).

Bethany made the final human contribution to the debate, reiterating that AI
is just a tool. Like previous technological advances, it will give us more time for
the things that we enjoy. And mathematics, ultimately, is something that we do
because we enjoy it. Let’s face it, she said: if we’re in this business to get rich and
famous, we might have picked the wrong business. So even if AI could do what we
can currently do, we would still do mathematics for sheer pleasure.

In a new twist on a classic format, the debate did not end with Bethany as the
Whip for the Negative. Instead, AI was given right of reply: a transcript of the
debate was fed into ChatGPT, and it was asked for a response. It was scarily
funny. “Students,” it quipped “have been attempting to outsource mathematical
thinking ever since Euclid first handed someone a ruler.” It went on: “Social media
hasn’t killed attention spans, though it has certainly wounded them.” In reference
to Lashi’s point about Pythagoras, it said “If you continue to value truth, evidence,
and occasionally proving the same theorem 370 di↵erent ways, you should be a
supporter of AI.” And it finished its response by reminding us who the real villain
is: “If I ever do destroy mathematics,” it said, “just remember, management clearly
started it.”

The result of the debate was arbitrated by ChatGPT, based on audience
acclamation. After listening to our cheers and boos, it condemned itself, and
awarded the win to the a�rmative.



The new History of Mathematics page

on the AustMS website

Graeme Cohen*

My book, the inaccurately titled Counting Australia In [3],1 sensibly subtitled
The People, Organisations and Institutions of Australian Mathematics, was
commissioned by the Australian Mathematical Society for its 50th anniversary
in 2006. It seemed at the time that the country, since European settlement, was
young enough that a large part of the story of the development of mathematics
here could be presented in a single large volume, yet old enough for that story to
demonstrate maturity and an a�nity with much of international mathematics.

In the same year, the Australian Academy of Science published its National
Strategic Review of Mathematical Sciences Research in Australia [1]. In its
Foreword, the authors wrote: “Australia’s distinguished tradition and capability
in mathematics and statistics is on a truly perilous path. The decline has already
taken its toll: the university presence has been decimated, in part by unanticipated
consequences of funding formulas and by neglect of the basic principle that
mathematics be taught by mathematicians, and the supply of students and
graduates is falling short of national needs.” Counting Australia In made no such
dire comments, and it was for others, such as the Australian Mathematical Society
and the Academy’s National Committee for Mathematical Sciences, to debate the
issue and work towards its overturning.2

There are many aspects to this important Review. The present note concentrates
on the often-neglected awareness that we must maintain a connection with
our mathematical past. We are proud of local mathematicians such as Lamb,
Weatherburn, Carslaw, Mahler, Neumann, and those who worked towards the
establishment of the Society such as Blakers, Cherry, Room, Potts, to name just a
few. And we are proud of the successes of many departments, such as those at ANU,
Melbourne, Monash, Sydney, UNSW, to again name just a few and unintentionally
insult others by omission.

Since my book was published, little if anything has been done by our Society in
any o�cial fashion (until now) to describe the work of the past. For example, many
overseas mathematical societies, admittedly the older and bigger ones, are involved

⇤Formerly, University of Technology Sydney
Email: gcohen236@gmail.com

1By “inaccurately titled”, I mean that, at the time, I was unnecessarily intent on implying that
this was not the history of mathematics as a discipline, but I later recognised that the title I
chose did not give su�cient indication of what the book was about.
2See, for example, the Committee’s reports on its Decadal Plan for Mathematical Sciences
(2016–2025).
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in the publishing of books on their history and the promotion of those books. There
are just three books, di↵ering greatly in their content but the only ones I could
find of a discursive non-technical mathematical nature, which, under a di↵erent
arrangement, might have been promoted somewhere on the Society’s website. They
are: School Mathematics: The Challenge to Change, by Nerida Ellerton and M. A.
Clements (editors) [6], John Rudder’s An Introduction to Aboriginal Mathematics
[8], and Ann Moyal’s Maverick Mathematician: The Life and Science of J. E.
Moyal [7]. There are also the books of the Historical Statistics Monograph series
published by the Department of Economic History at the Australian National
University forty or fifty years ago, such as Jack Camm’s The Early Nineteenth
Century Colonial Censuses of Australia [2].

We are drawing a distinction here between the stories of the people, the
organisations and the institutions involved in Australian mathematics since
around 1850, and the history of aspects of mathematics as a discipline. We are
concentrating on the former. The latter includes such lauded works as John
Stillwell’s Mathematics and its History [9], and John Crossley’s Growing Ideas
of Number [4]. Both Stillwell and Crossley hold or have held chairs at Monash
University.

Internationally, most mathematical societies have sections or interests devoted
to institutional and general mathematical history. Dominant among these is
the International Mathematical Union and its International Commission on the
History of Mathematics. The ICHM, through Historia Mathematica (established
in 1971), “publishes historical scholarship on mathematics and its development in
all cultures and time periods. In particular, the journal encourages informed studies
on mathematicians and their work in historical context, [and] on the histories of
[relevant] institutions and organisations”. This is from their own publicity material
– the point is that the quote establishes the legitimacy of institutional history
alongside aspects of the development of topics within the discipline of mathematics.

Another organisation concerned only with the history of mathematics is the British
Society for the History of Mathematics, founded in 1971. It publishes the British
Journal for the History of Mathematics.

Nearly every year since 1988, the American Mathematical Society has produced
digital volumes for its AMS eBook Collection on the History of Mathematics.
These titles and others may be viewed in the AMS Bookstore; in particular, see
Peter Duren (editor), A Century of Mathematics in America: Parts 1, 2 and 3 [5].

So, it is very pleasing now to describe the AustMS History Page which the Society
has recently enabled and of which I describe myself as the editor. It seems that no
other organisation has such a page. Check it out at AustMS.org.au/History.
The Contents on the page lists more than eighty clickable items of general
historical interest divided into topics such as Australian Mathematics, Indigenous
Mathematics, Olympiads and School Mathematics. Then come more than twenty
items pertaining to individual universities. Obituaries and biographies of a vast
number of Australia’s past mathematicians come next. Many of these are the
original AustMS Gazette article and, again, nearly all items are clickable so that
they may be seen in full. Many photos are also included.

AustMS.org.au/History
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Clicking on an item produces a PDF in most cases, and it is perhaps noteworthy
that a complete copy of Counting Australia In, all 431 pages, now out of copyright,
may be viewed this way. Also, under School Mathematics, there are full copies of
some PhD theses that have an historical aspect.

Further contributions, in the form of a PDF, would be very much appreciated.
These could be the early history of your department, the sta↵ and changes it has
undergone. Someone could write of aspects of Australian mathematics not yet
documented, such as operations research or financial mathematics. As I say on the
Page, “Further refereeing will not be intensive”, but acceptance would constitute
a form of publication not available elsewhere.

The History Page has an Advisory Committee consisting of Michael Barber, John
Hutchinson and Finnur Larusson. The Technical Advisor, without whom the work
would not have been possible, is Ross Moore. Contributions, and notifications of
errors and omissions, should be sent to me at gcohen236@gmail.com. Check it out
at AustMS.org.au/History.
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Demand for teachers in Victorian

government schools, 2021–2025

T. M. Mills*

In recent times, there has been considerable media attention paid to education
in Australian schools, including the issue of demand and supply of teachers. This
article deals with one aspect of the demand side of the issue, namely the number
of opportunities for teachers in Victorian government schools, and especially
mathematics teachers.

In Victoria, the Department of Education advertises jobs for positions in govern-
ment schools on-line (VIC.GOV.AU, 2025 [1]). Applicants are expected to submit
their applications on-line. The jobs advertised include teaching and non-teaching
positions, full-time and part-time, but do not include casual relief teaching
positions.

During 2021–2025, on each Wednesday, starting on Wednesday 6 January 2021, I
searched for jobs posted in the last 7 days and recorded the values of the following
variables.

vic.total = Number of advertisements for positions in Victoria.

vic.prim = Number of advertisements for positions for primary teachers.

vic.sec = Number of advertisements for positions for secondary teachers.

vic.math = Number of advertisements for positions in which the Subject/Duty
is classified as “Mathematics”.

There were some limitations in the method of data collection. The data pertain
only to positions in government schools. On any day, the values of these variables
may vary with the time of day: I ignored this variation. In two of the 261
weeks, the data were collected on the Thursday rather than Wednesday. By
recording the number of advertisements in which the Subject/Duty is classified
as “Mathematics”, some positions might have been missed, for example those
classified only as, “Math–Further Mathematics”, or “Mathematics–VCE”. Also,
positions labelled only as “Learning Specialists” may not have been counted
in the categories of primary or secondary teachers. Furthermore, some of these
advertisements may be for positions that had been advertised previously but were
not filled. Many advertisements for mathematics teachers were for positions in
more than one domain, such as mathematics and science, or even mathematics
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Email: Terence.Mills@education.vic.gov.au
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and PE. I assume that these would have been counted when I searched when
the Subject/Duty was classified as “Mathematics”. In early November 2025, the
website changed; as far as I could tell, this did not a↵ect my data collection.

This paper is essentially an exercise in exploratory data analysis. My aim is to
address the following questions.

• How many advertisements are there for jobs in government schools each
week in the categories above?

• Is there evidence of trend or seasonal variation in the data?

• How do the number of advertisements for primary teachers and the number
of advertisements for secondary teachers compare?

Five-number summaries for the number of advertisements each week during the
years 2021–2025 are given in Table 1.

Table 1. Five-number summaries of number of advertisements each week, 2021–2025

Type Minimum Lower quartile Median Upper quartile Maximum
vic.total 101 530 744 1027 2070
vic.prim 25 120 174 291 840
vic.sec 18 146 228 300 548
vic.math 6 32 48 67 129

A notable statistic from Table 1 is that the median number of advertisements each
week for mathematics teachers is 48. The mean value was 51.62. So, on average,
there are about 50 advertisements each week for mathematics teachers in Victorian
government schools.

Over the period 2021–2025, there is a small positive linear trend in the total
number of advertisements, and the time series for the number of advertisements
for mathematics teachers appears to be stable. See Figure 1 and Figure 2.

Figure 1. Total number of job advertisements each week, 2021–2025. n = 261, R2 =
0.0314.
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Figure 2. Number of advertisements for mathematics teachers each week, 2021–2025.
n = 261, R2 = 0.0007.

It is apparent that there is some seasonal variation on a weekly basis. For example,
the number of advertisements is low in the Christmas week, and also in the
second week of a two-week holiday break. The two series for primary teachers
and secondary teachers are noticeably parallel. See Figure 3.

Figure 3. Number of advertisements for primary (black) and secondary (red) teachers
each week, 2021-2025.

The years 2021–2022 were unusual for several reasons. The Victorian government
provided extra funds for positions as tutors in schools under the Tutor Learning
Initiative to assist students who needed extra support after the interruption to their
schooling due to COVID19 restrictions. This boosted the number of advertisements
for positions because previously there were no advertisements for positions under
this scheme. This may have reduced the pool of casual relief teachers but that is a
side issue as far as this paper is concerned. Victoria experienced further lockdowns
during this period but it is hard to tell what e↵ect this may have had on the
number of advertisements. Finally, the Victorian Government Schools Agreement
2022 reduced the maximum face-to-face teaching time for a teacher starting in
2023: this may have led to more teachers being required in Victorian schools in
2023 onwards. It will be interesting to see what transpires in 2026.
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This paper may be useful to readers with an interest in the demand for teachers
in Victoria, especially mathematics teachers. Universities that are keen to attract
potential teachers may find this evidence useful for their cause.
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MATRI

Tom Keegan*

MATRIX is thrilled that the University of Sydney, through the Sydney Mathe-
matical Research Institute, will join MATRIX as an Associate Member from 2026.

The University of Sydney joins MATRIX partners Monash University, the
University of Melbourne and the University of Queensland, along with Associate
Members the Australian National University and the University of New South
Wales.

MATRIX is critical national research infrastructure for the mathematical sciences
as recognised in the 2026 National Research Infrastructure (NRI) Issues paper.
The addition of the University of Sydney is a key step forward for MATRIX and
the Australian mathematical sciences community.

Call for MATRIX Research Programs

The next deadline for research program proposals in 2027/2028 is Friday, 20
March 2026.

Expressions of interest may be submitted at any time. Guidelines can be found at
https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/guidelines/

Research Program Organisers are encouraged to supplement base funding from
MATRIX through other schemes such as those listed at
https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/funding-opportunities/.

MATRIX Collaborative Fund

The MATRIX Collaborative Fund enhances collaborations and co-funding oppor-
tunities. https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/matrix-collaborative-fund-guidelines/

MATRIX Family Fund

The MATRIX International Family Fund is designed to lower the barrier for par-
ticipation in mathematics research by mathematicians with carer responsibilities.
Australian-based researchers may access the MATRIX Family Fund.

https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/matrix-international-family-fund-guidelines/
https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/support-for-families-matrix-family-fund/

MATRIX Travel Grant Scheme

MATRIX provides partial travel support in the form of grants of up to 75% of the
cost of travel, capped at AUD 1,500, to those invited to participate in research

⇤MATRIX, Creswick, http://www.matrix-inst.org.au/
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https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/matrix-collaborative-fund-guidelines/
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programs at Creswick. Applications close six months prior to commencement of
each research program/workshop.

https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/matrix-travel-grant-scheme-guidelines/

MATRIX Minor Programs

MATRIX o↵ers the opportunity to hold MATRIX minor programs by bringing
small groups of researchers together for a week in Creswick for collaboration.

https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/call-for-programs/matrix-minor-programs/

Upcoming Research Programs and Other Events

MATRIX looks forward to the following research activities planned for 2026:
https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/events-01/programs/

• Global Structure and Geometry of Graphs (13-24 Apr 2026)
� Program Organisers: David Wood (Monash University), Vida Dujmović
(University of Ottawa), Kevin Hendrey (Monash University), Robert
Hickingbotham (ENS de Lyon), Pat Morin (Carleton University), Marcin
Pilipczuk (University of Warsaw), Alex Scott (University of Oxford)

• Collaborative Workshop for Under-Represented Genders Advanc-
ing Mathematical Biology (28 Apr – 8 May 2026)
� Program Organisers: Hwayeon Ryu (Elon University), Adrianne Jenner
(Queensland University of Technology), Jennifer Flegg (The University of
Melbourne), Robyn Araujo (The University of Melbourne)

• Applications of Computational Geometry and Topology to Data
Analysis of Complex Biological Data (11-15 May 2026)
� Program Organisers: Agnese Barbensi (The University of Queensland),
Yossi Bokor Bleile (Institute of Science and Technology), Benjamin Burton
(The University of Queensland)

• Symmetric Functions and Stochastic Processes (25-29 May 2026)
� Program Organisers: Arvind Ayyer (Indian Institute of Science), Olya
Mandelshtam (University of Waterloo), Arun Ram (University of Mel-
bourne), Vasu Tewari (University of Toronto)

• Integrable Dynamics: from Stochastic Evolution to Quantum Dy-
namics (1-19 Jun 2026)
� Program Organisers: Olalla Castro Alvaredo (City University of London),
Nikolai Kitanine (Universite de Bourgogne), Michael Wheeler (The Uni-
versity of Melbourne)

• Ergodic Theory, Diophantine Approximation and Related Topics
2026 (22 Jun - 3 Jul 2026)
� Program Organisers: Dzmitry Badziahin (The University of Sydney),
Shreyasi Datta (Uppsala University), Alexander Fish (The University of
Sydney), Mumtaz Hussain (La Trobe University)

https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/matrix-travel-grant-scheme-guidelines/
https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/call-for-programs/matrix-minor-programs/
https://www.matrix-inst.org.au/events-01/programs/


Mathematical Research Institute MATRIX 37

• From Agent Based Models to Nonlinear PDEs in Life and Social
Sciences (6-17 Jul 2026)
� Program Organisers: Jose A. Carrillo (University of Oxford), Alex Brown-
ing (The University of Melbourne), Dietmar Ölz (The University of
Queensland), Marie-Therese Wolfram (University of Warwick), Mattia
Zanella (University of Pavia)

• Mathematical Billiards, Geometric Optics, and Dynamical Systems
(27 Jul - 7 Aug 2026)
� Program Organisers: Vladimir Dragovic (The University of Texas at
Dallas), Sean Gasiorek (California Polytechnic State University), Milena
Radnovic (The University of Sydney)

• Future Directions of Higher Structures (10-14 Aug 2026)
� Program Organisers: Marcy Robertson (The University of Melbourne),
Philip Hackney (University of Louisiana at Lafayette)

• Australia – Taiwan Joint Workshop on Geometric Analysis (17-21
Aug 2026)
� Program Organisers: James McCoy (University of Newcastle), Julie Clut-
terbuck (Monash University), Glen Wheeler (University of Wollongong),
Cale Rankin (Monash University)

• Applied and Computational Complex Analysis (24-28 Aug 2026)
� Program Organisers: Lesley Ward (University of South Australia), Greg
Markowsky (Monash University), Scott McCue (Queensland University of
Technology), Christopher Lustri (The University of Sydney), Ines Aniceto
(University of Southampton), Arunmaran Mahenthiram (University of
Ja↵na)

• Modelling and Inference for Cellular Systems (31 Aug – 4 Sep 2026)
� Program Organisers: Alexander Johnston (Queensland University of Tech-
nology), Ruth Baker (University of Oxford), Hilary Hunt (Queensland Uni-
versity of Technology), Cathy Gray (UNSW, Sydney), Thomas Williams
(The University of Melbourne)

• MATRIX-MFO Tandem Workshop: Combinatorial Interchange (7-
11 Sep 2026)
� Program Organisers: Shagnik Das (Taiwan National University), Anita
Liebenau (UNSW, Sydney), Ross J. Kang (University of Amsterdam),
Rajko Nenadov (University of Auckland), Lisa Sauermann (University of
Bonn)

• Mathematical Modelling of Dynamic Processes in the Marginal Ice
Zone (21 Sep – 2 Oct 2026)
� Program Organisers: Noa Kraitzman (Macquarie University), Mike Meylan
(University of Newcastle), Ian Eisenman (University of California, San
Diego)

• Modern Challenges in Numerical Approximation of PDEs (9-20
Nov 2026)
� Program Organisers: Sergio Rojas (Monash University), Anne Boschman
(Monash University), Antoine Marteau (Monash University), Alberto F.
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Martin (Australian National University), Bishnu Lamichhane (University
of Newcastle), Manuela Bastidas Olivares (National University of Colom-
bia)

• Mathematical Models for Atherosclerotic Plaques: Where to Next?
(30 Nov – 4 Dec 2026)
� Program Organisers: Mary Myerscough (The University of Sydney), Helen
Byrne (University of Oxford), Michael Watson (UNSW, Sydney), Alex
Browning (The University of Melbourne)

• BPS States and Calabi-Yau Categories (7-18 Dec 2026)
� Program Organisers: Emanuel Scheidegger (BICMR, Peking University),
Yaping Yang (The University of Melbourne), Gufang Zhao (The University
of Melbourne)

Further Information

MATRIX is a national partnership between the University of Melbourne, Monash
University and the University of Queensland, together with associate members the
Australian National University and the University of New South Wales.

Comments, suggestions and requests are always welcome. Please send these, as
appropriate, to:

Director: Jan de Gier (jdgier@unimelb.edu.au)

Deputy Directors:
David Wood (david.wood@monash.edu)
Joseph Grotowski (j.grotowski@uq.edu.au)

Support team:
Tom Keegan (Executive O�ce) (tomk@matrix-inst.org.au)
Luna Liu (Engagement and Development O�cer)

(lunal@matrix-inst.org.au)
Joy Lukman (Programs Coordinator) (o�ce@matrix-inst.org.au)

Website: https://www.matrix-inst.org.au
Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/matrix-inst.bsky.social
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/matrix-australia/

Tom Keegan is the Executive O�cer at MATRIX, bringing over 21
years of experience in research and graduate research management
within the Australian university sector. He specialises in overseeing
high-level strategic initiatives, resource coordination, and operational
planning to support MATRIX’s mission and activities.
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Completed PhDs

Murdoch University

• Dr Ha Nguyen, Selective withdrawal and the e↵ect of surface tension on
free surface flow, supervisors: Graeme Hocking and Mark Lukas

RMIT University

• Dr Daniel Glasson, Finitely Related Semigroups and Associated Structures,
supervisors: Graham Clarke, Marcel Jackson and Asha Rao

• Dr Tracy Tam, Mapping Australian Small Business’ Path to Cyber-
Security Base Camp, supervisors: Asha Rao and Joanne Hall

University of Southern Queensland

• Dr Sagthitharan Karalasingham, supervisors: Ravinesh Deo (principal),
Nawin Raj, David Casillas Perez (Rey Juan Carlos University, Spain)
and Sancho Salcedo-Sanz. With a Special Award: Excellence in Doctoral
Research (best thesis).

• Dr Alex Venner, supervisors: Chelsea Huang, Rob Wittenmyer, Nawin Raj
and Andre Vanderburg (Harvard)

University of Technology Sydney

• Dr Jerry (Qing) Shen, On the complexity of epimorphism problems for
finitely presented groups, supervisors: Murray Elder, Anthony Dooley and
Kane Townsend

• Dr Jie Jin, The Multiplicative Ergodic Theorem For Amenable Groups,
supervisors: Anthony Dooley and Mark Craddock

• Dr Jason Stanley, Intelligent Tutoring System (ITS) for Mathematics
using Computational Engines, supervisors: Christopher Poulton and Scott
Alexander

• Dr Peter Morrison, Eigenvalue Decompositions of Kernels & the Hyperbolic
Brachistochrone Equation, supervisors: Mark Craddock and Anthony
Dooley

• Dr Thomas Goodwin, Contributions to Bayesian inference via spectral
methods, supervisors: Matias Quiroz and James Brown

• Dr Tianpeng Gou, Non-Commutative Kirillov Method and Coadjoint
Orbits, supervisors: Anthony Dooley and Murray Elder

• Dr Virginia He, Bayesian generalized additive model selection, supervisors:
Matthew Wand and Matias Quiroz

University of Western Australia

• Dr Vishnuram Arumugam, Groups of Lie type acting on generalised
quadrangles, supervisors: John Bamberg and Michael Giudici

• Dr Giovanni Giacomin, Nonlocal equations and applications, supervisors:
Serena Dipierro and Enrico Valdinoci, Research school’s Deans list.
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Awards and other achievements

Flinders University

• Dr Hayden Tronnolone was awarded STEMM Educator of the Year
(University or RTO) at the South Australian Science Excellence and
Innovation Awards 2025.

University of Southern Queensland

• Prof Ravinesh Deo was awarded $45,729 from the Australian Department
of Defence for the Project “Application of Artificial Intelligence Techniques
for Automatic Waveform Generation” (2025-November 2026).

• Prof Ravinesh Deo was awarded $8,000 from Department of Environment,
Tourism, Science and Industry (Queensland–Bavaria Collaborative Re-
search Program Round 2, Oct 2025-Sept 2026) for the Project “DREAMS:
Distribution of Renewable Energy with Adaptive Machine Learning
Models”.

• Prof Ravinesh Deo and Dr Francis Gacenga were awarded $46,000 from
the Commonwealth Department of Education (National Industry PhD
Program (NiPhD) Round 5, 2026-2029) for the Project “Design and
Implementation of Universal Quantum and AI-Enabled Modelling System
for Waste Transport Customers”.

University of Technology Sydney

• Professor James Brown was made an O�cer of the Order of the British
Empire (OBE) 2025 for services to Statistics in the United Kingdom and
internationally. https://www.thegazette.co.uk/notice/4906800
https://www.uts.edu.au/news/2025/06/uts-community-shines-in-kings-
birthday-honours

University of Western Australia

• Enrico Valdinoci received the 2025 George Szekeres medal of the AustMS.

Appointments, departures and promotions

Charles Sturt University

• The mathematics/statistics discipline was restructured. Three sta↵ elected
to leave/retire: Dr Philip Charlton, Dr Zhenquan (Jan) Li and Dr
Robert Wood. Previously the maths/stats discipline was part of a school
with computing and engineering. Much of the statistics subjects will be
discontinued, but one statistics sta↵ member will stay with the computing
group. Two mathematicians (together with most of the mathematics
subjects) have moved to the School of Education.

https://www.thegazette.co.uk/notice/4906800
https://www.uts.edu.au/news/2025/06/uts-community-shines-in-kings-birthday-honours
https://www.uts.edu.au/news/2025/06/uts-community-shines-in-kings-birthday-honours
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Federation University

• Mustafa Rizvi has left Federation University.

Flinders University

• Dr Yang Shi, Dr Michael Haythorpe and Dr Gobert Lee have left Flinders
University.

Murdoch University

• Dr Yunwei Zhang has been appointed as Lecturer in Statistics.

RMIT University

• James McCoy has joined the Department of Mathematical and Geospatial
Sciences as Head of Department and Associate Dean, with an underlying
Level E appointment in the School of Science. James is a geometric
analyst who works particularly on nonlinear elliptic and parabolic partial
di↵erential equations that appear in geometric problems and practical
applications. As a former student at Monash University, James is pleased
to be returning to Melbourne after 24 years and looking forward to working
with colleagues at RMIT.

University of Southern Queensland

• Dr Taryn Axelsen was promoted to Senior Lecturer.
• Dr Ekta Sharma was promoted to Senior Lecturer.

University of Technology Sydney

• Dr Rachel Rogers started as Lecturer in Forensic Statistics.
• Dr Jared Field started as Senior Lecturer in Mathematics.

University of Western Australia

• David Pfe↵erle has left UWA.
• Shannon Algar has commenced a continuing Lecturer position.
• Andrew Hardegen has commenced a two year Teaching intensive position.

UNSW Sydney

• Cale Rankin joined as an Associate Lecturer and DECRA Fellow on 9
February.

Western Sydney University

• A/Prof Volker Gebhardt and A/Prof Leanne Rylands have both retired as
of the start of the year.
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New Books

Charles Sturt University

Azizur Rahman (Charles Sturt University), Faruq Abdulla and Md. Moyazzem
Hossain (Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh). Scientific Data Analysis
with R: Biostatistical Applications. Chapman & Hall, 2024. ISBN 9781032546926

University of Technology Sydney

Jared Field. The Eagle and the Crow. University of Queensland Press, 2025. ISBN
9780702269127 (Shortlisted, 2026 Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards (Non-
fiction; Indigenous Writing)).

Conferences and Courses

Conferences and courses are listed in order of the first day. Information given here
is the most up to date available to us at the time of going to press. Please check
the relevant webpages, or contact the organisers directly, for any updates.

For details of MATRIX programs at Creswick this year, please consult the article
by Tom Keegan in this issue.

Victorian Geometry, Analysis and PDE Seminar

Date: Wednesday 22 April 2026
Venue: Room 2.16 (Teaching Room 4), La Trobe University, City Campus, 360
Collins St, Melbourne
Web (REGISTRATION): https://forms.o�ce.com/r/FUUMtR4EWk

Speakers:

• Andreia Chapouto (Monash University)
Gauge transform for the Korteweg-de Vries equation and well-posedness
below the H�1-scale

• Ian Marquette (La Trobe University)
The search for higher order symmetries and Hamiltonians involving
Painlevé transcendents

• Leo Tzou (Melbourne University)
Geodesic Levy Flight and the Foraging Hypothesis

Dynamics and Number Theory

Dates: 17-19 June 2026
Venue: The University of Sydney
Web: https://austms.org.au/events/dynamics-and-number-theory/

The event will bring together leading dynamicists and number theorists from both
Australia and overseas to explore recent advances at the intersection of their
fields. The conference will highlight cutting edge developments in Diophantine
approximation, homogeneous dynamics, and algebraic dynamical systems – areas

https://forms.office.com/r/FUUMtR4EWk
https://austms.org.au/events/dynamics-and-number-theory/
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that have seen rapid progress through deep conceptual interplay. It will also
showcase the impact of modern dynamical methods on longstanding problems
in analytic number theory and Ramsey theory. By creating a platform for
active exchange, the event will foster new collaborations and expose Australian
researchers and students to powerful tools and perspectives shaping the future of
these mathematical disciplines.

AMSI Winter School on Geometric Analysis

Dates: 6–17 July 2026
Venue: University of Queensland
Web: https://ws.amsi.org.au/

Applications are now open for AMSI Winter School 2026 on Geometric Analysis,
AMSI’s flagship two-week national research training program. The 2026 School
marks the 20th edition of the Winter School.

This year’s program provides a sca↵olded introduction to Geometric Analysis,
exploring the intersection of di↵erential geometry, global analysis, di↵erential
equations, and mathematical physics. Participants will engage with leading
national and international experts through lectures, tutorials, participant talks
and networking activities.

Designed for postgraduate students and early-career researchers in the mathemat-
ical sciences and related disciplines.

Prerequisites: a solid background in basic di↵erential geometry and di↵erential
equations.

Discounted AMSI Member registration rates: $360 for students and $600 for ECRs
and professionals.

Travel and accommodation grants are available for:

• students enrolled at AMSI Member Universities,
• **NEW in 2026** students and early-career researchers (within 3 years of

PhD completion) from Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands, supported
through ICMS Mathematics for Humanity funding.

In-person participation is strongly encouraged to maximise the Winter School
experience, however applicants can opt to join online. Please note not all elements
of the program will be available remotely, and some online functions are limited.

Lectures will be given by

• Professor Christoph Böhm (University of Münster, Germany)
• Associate Professor Julie Clutterbuck (Monash University)
• Assistant Professor Jiewon Park (KAIST, Korea)
• Professor Song Sun (Zhejiang University, China)

Further information and the application form are available on the Winter School
website.

https://ws.amsi.org.au/
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Global mathematics histories and futures workshop

Dates: 20-24 July 2026
Venue: Mathematical Sciences Institute, Hanna Neumann Building 145, ANU
Web: https://maths.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/global-mathematics-
histories-and-futures

What can the histories of mathematics from all societies worldwide tell us about
mathematics we may need to tackle 21st century global problems? This work-
shop aims to bring together cross-cultural, historical, and frontier mathematical
knowledge.

This workshop aims to expand the celebrated e↵ectiveness of mathematics,
through

• a diversity of people in mathematics,
• a broader cultural diversity of mathematics in mathematics,
• global histories, evolution and transmission of mathematical knowledge,
• non-Western and First Nations mathematical knowledges,
• decolonisation of undergraduate courses in mathematical sciences,
• unprecedented ethical issues, the potential and risks of AI in mathematics

education and research.

Speakers

• Dr Kerri Spooner (Auckland University of Technology, NZ/Aotearoa)
• Associate Professor Joan Licata (ANU)
• Dr Ian Le (ANU)
• Parisa Kharazmi (Research Fellow, University of Aveiro, Portugal)
• Dr Eloise Tredinick (University of Canberra)
• Dr Maurice Chiodo (University of Cambridge, UK)
• Associate Professor Edward Doolittle (First Nations University of Canada)

This will be a fully accessible, friendly, informal and inclusive event. We welcome
and value contributions from all participants. The website will be updated;
meanwhile please get in touch to express interest or ask questions! We may o↵er
partial travel and accommodation support for students travelling from outside
Canberra. Further details TBA; meanwhile, if you would like to be considered
for this opportunity please drop an email to the Convenor, Prof. Rowena Ball
(Rowena.Ball@anu.edu.au).

International Congress of Mathematicians

Dates: Thursday 23 July to Thursday 30 July, 2026
Venue: Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Web: https://www.icm2026.org/

All registrations must be completed on the ICM 2026 website. Requests to register
via telephone, e-mail or post will not be accepted.

Participants wishing to register onsite MUST register by 8:30 AM on Thursday,
July 23 (local time) to attend the Opening Ceremony.

https://maths.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/global-mathematics-histories-and-futures
https://maths.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/global-mathematics-histories-and-futures
mailto:Rowena.Ball@anu.edu.au
https://www.icm2026.org/
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ASIACOMB 2026

Dates: 24-28 August, 2026
Venue: Daejeon, South Korea
Web: https://asiacomb.com/

ASIACOMB is a biennial conference held in Asia that promotes international
collaboration by strengthening research connections and providing a high level
forum for ideas in combinatorics. This will be the inaugural conference of the
ASIACOMB series.

Important Dates

• Abstract submission: March 29, 2026 (Deadline has been extended)
• Notification of acceptance: April 26, 2026
• Early registration deadline: June 14, 2026
• Late registration deadline: August 14, 2026

Plenary Speakers

• Anton Bernshteyn (University of California, Los Angeles)
• Jie Han (Beijing Institute of Technology)
• Mihyun Kang (Graz University of Technology)
• Jaehoon Kim (Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology)
• Allen Knutson (Cornell University)
• Bojan Mohar (Simon Fraser University)
• Greta Panova (University of Southern California)
• Alexander Postnikov (MIT)
• Van Vu (Yale University)
• Joshua Zahl (Nankai University)

Number Theory Down Under (NTDU14)

Dates: 31 August – 4 September 2026
Venue: UNSW Canberra City Campus
Web (REGISTRATION): https://events.humanitix.com/ntdu14

Number Theory Down Under (NTDU) is an annual series of meetings held across
Australia and New Zealand, bringing together the Australian and international
number theory community, showcasing current research in number theory and
its applications. NTDU14 continues this tradition with a focus on analytic and
algebraic number theory, arithmetic geometry, and related fields, welcoming both
local and international participants.

Invited Speakers

• Associate Professor Sam Chow (University of Warwick, UK)
• Associate Professor Brendan Creutz (University of Canterbury, NZ)
• Adjunct Associate Professor Adrian Dudek (University of Queensland)
• Richard A. Duke Assistant Professor Alexander Dunn (TBC) (Georgia

Institute of Technology, USA)
• Adjunct Professor Felipe Gonçalves (Instituto de Matemática Pura e

Aplicada, Brasil)
• Associate Professor Oleksiy Klurman (University of Bristol, UK)

https://asiacomb.com/
https://events.humanitix.com/ntdu14
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• Associate Professor Simon Marshall (The University of Melbourne)
• Associate Professor Ade Irma Suriajaya (Kyushu University, Japan)
• Associate Professor Caroline Turnage-Butterbaugh (Carleton College,

USA)
• Ilaria Viglino (Scientist, Chair of Number Theory, École Polytechnique

Fédérale de Lausanne, Switzerland)

70th Annual Meeting of the Australian Mathematical Society

Dates: Tuesday 1st to Friday 4th December 2026
Venue: University of Western Australia
Web: in preparation

The conference Co-Directors for this meeting are Prof Michael Giudici and Prof
Michael Small of the University of Western Australia.

48th Australasian Combinatorics Conference (48ACC)

Dates: 7-11 December 2026
Venue: Monash University
Web: https://48acc.github.io/registration.html

This is the annual meeting of the Combinatorial Mathematics Society of Australa-
sia.

Invited speakers

• Simona Boyadzhiyska (Renyi Institute)
• Nick Brettell (Victoria University of Wellington)
• Jonathan Jedwab (Simon Fraser University)
• Hao Huang (National University of Singapore)
• Sophie Huczynska (University of St Andrews)
• Jane Tan (University of Oxford)
• Sebastian Wiederrecht (KAIST, South Korea)
• Binzhou Xia (University of Melbourne)

2027 AMSI Summer School

Dates: 11 January – 5 February 2027
Venue: UNSW Sydney
Web: https://amsi.org.au/events/event/amsi-summer-school-2027/

Join us for the 25th annual AMSI Summer School. The program brings together
honours and postgraduate students, early career researchers and professionals in
the mathematical sciences. Meet peers from around Australia and overseas, develop
your skills, exchange ideas, and expand your professional networks at activities and
events including participant talks and the Careers Day.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to attend in-person from Sydney for network-
ing and collaboration benefits but may choose remote or hybrid participation
(combination of in-person and remote attendance). Note that some program
elements are unavailable remotely, and online functions may be limited.

Timothy Buttsworth will be taking the Director role.

https://48acc.github.io/registration.html
https://amsi.org.au/events/event/amsi-summer-school-2027/
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71st Annual Meeting of the Australian Mathematical Society

Dates: Tuesday 7th to Friday 10th December 2027
Venue: University of Sydney Camperdown/Darlington campus

The conference Director is A/Prof Jiakun Liu.

Vale

William Stanley Perriman

Bill Perriman, a Life Member of our Society, was born in Melbourne on 30th April
1941 and passed away in Perth on 28th December 2025. Bill served the Western
Australian Institute of Technology and then Curtin University for many years,
principally working in Industrial Statistics. He joined the Society in 1976 and was
an occasional contributor to the Gazette. He served as Director of the Society’s
36th Annual Meeting held at the University of Western Australia in July 1992.

Visiting mathematicians

Current and forthcoming visitors are listed here. Details are presented in the
format: name of visitor; home institution; dates of visit; field of interest; host
institution; contact for enquiries.

For visitors to the Sydney Mathematical Research Institute, please consult
https://mathematical-research-institute.sydney.edu.au/visiting-researchers/

Rafael de Souza; University of Santa Catarina, Brazil; 15 February 2026 to
15 February 2027; Noncommutative Algebra; Western Sydney University;
Roozbeh Hazrat

Ralf Meyer; University of Göttingen; 15 March to 15 April 2026; Operator
Algebras; Western Sydney University; Roozbeh Hazrat

Sylvie Monniaux; Université Aix-Marseille/CNRS; 6 January 2025 to 31 Decem-
ber 2026; real analysis, harmonic analysis, functional analysis, boundary
condition, integral operators, evolution equations, semigroup theory, operator
theory, Navier Stokes equations; ANU; Pierre Portal

https://mathematical-research-institute.sydney.edu.au/visiting-researchers/
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Nominations sought for the 2026 Australian Mathematical Soci-
ety Medal

The Medal Committee for the 2026 Australian Mathematical Society Medal is now
seeking nominations and recommendations for possible candidates for this Medal,
which will be awarded to a member of the Society for distinguished research in
the Mathematical Sciences.

Nominations close on 30th May 2026 and should be uploaded at
https://journal.austms.org.au/ojs/index.php/AMPA/index

Information on how to nominate, the rules, a nomination form, and past
winners can be found at: https://austms.org.au/award-and-grant/the-australian-
mathematical-society-medal-2/

Nominators should receive an acknowledgement of the nomination: if this is
not received, please contact the Committee Chair. Nominations will not be
automatically rolled over from previous years. For further information, please
contact the Chair of the 2026 AustMS Medal Committee, Prof M. Myerscough
(mary.myerscough@sydney.edu.au). The other members of the 2025 Medal Com-
mittee are: Prof Y. Stokes (Outgoing Chair), Prof G. Froyland (Incoming Chair),
Prof I. Wanless and Prof S. Dipierro.

Nominations sought for the 2026 Gavin Brown Prize

The 2026 Gavin Brown Prize Selection Committee is now seeking nominations
and recommendations for possible candidates for this prize, to be awarded for
an outstanding and innovative piece of research in the mathematical sciences
published by a member or members of the Society. The award will be for a single
article, monograph or book consisting of original research, and published in the 9
calendar years 2016 - 2024.

Nominators should complete the Nomination Form (available from the AustMS
website) and also provide a brief (1 to 2 pages) summary of what makes the
nominated publication important and original, with appropriate references to prior
or subsequent work in the field. Nominators are requested to suggest the names of
three assessors.

More information on how to nominate, the rules, a nomination form, and past
winners can be found at:
https://austms.org.au/award-and-grant/the-gavin-brown-prize/

Nominations close on 30th May 2026 and should be uploaded at
https://journal.austms.org.au/ojs/index.php/AMPA/index

Nominators should receive an acknowledgement of the nomination: if this is not
received, or for further information, please contact the Chair of the 2025 Gavin

https://journal.austms.org.au/ojs/index.php/AMPA/index%20
https://austms.org.au/award-and-grant/the-australian-mathematical-society-medal-2/
https://austms.org.au/award-and-grant/the-australian-mathematical-society-medal-2/
mailto:mary.myerscough@sydney.edu.au
https://austms.org.au/award-and-grant/the-gavin-brown-prize/%20
https://journal.austms.org.au/ojs/index.php/AMPA/index%20
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Brown Prize Selection Committee, Professor A. Hassell (Andrew.Hassell@anu.edu.au).
The other members of the 2026 Gavin Brown Prize Selection Committee are
Professor J. Flegg (Outgoing Chair), Professor S.O Warnaar (Incoming Chair),
A Prof Z. Dancso and Prof J. de Gier.

Nominations sought for the 2026 George Szekeres Medal

The Medal Committee for the 2026 George Szekeres Medal is now seeking
nominations and recommendations for possible candidates for this Medal. The
George Szekeres Medal is awarded annually for outstanding research achievement
for work done substantially in Australia.

Nominations close on 30th May 2026, and should be uploaded at
https://journal.austms.org.au/ojs/index.php/AMPA/index

Information, the rules, a nomination form, and past winners are listed at
https://austms.org.au/award-and-grant/the-george-szekeres-medal/

Nominations should include:
(a) an extended citation, not more than two pages in length, arguing the case for
awarding the Medal to the nominee;
(b) a shorter citation, of not more than 100 words, which may be used to report
the candidate’s achievements in the event that the nomination is successful;
(c) a full list of publications of the candidate, with the most significant (up to a
maximum of 20) marked by an asterisk;
(d) a curriculum vitae of the candidate’s professional career, highlighting any
achievements which add support to the nomination; and
(e) the names of between three and six suitable referees, along with a brief
statement as to their appropriateness.

Nominators should receive an acknowledgement of the nomination: if this is not
received, please contact the Chair of the 2026 George Szekeres Medal Committee,
Prof C. Greenhill (c.greenhill@unsw.edu.au). The other members of the 2026
George Szekeres Medal Committee are Prof J. Ramagge (Outgoing Chair), Prof
S. McCue (Incoming Chair), Prof P. Norbury and Prof G. Li.

News from the annual conference

The Society’s 69th Annual Meeting was held in December 2025 at La Trobe
University. The Director, Assoc Prof Yuri Nikolayevsky, his team of local organisers
and the Program Committee, led by the Vice President (Annual Conferences),
Assoc Prof Luke Bennetts, were responsible for a very successful conference.

The following matters from the meeting are provided here for the information of
those who could not attend. Congratulations to all award recipients.

(1) The Australian Mathematical Society Medal for 2025 was awarded to Assoc
Prof Ramiro A. Lafuente of the University of Queensland.

mailto:Andrew.Hassell@anu.edu.au
https://journal.austms.org.au/ojs/index.php/AMPA/index%20
https://austms.org.au/award-and-grant/the-george-szekeres-medal/
mailto:c.greenhill@unsw.edu.au
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(2) The 2025 Gavin Brown Prize for Best Paper was awarded to Prof Paul
Norbury of the University of Melbourne with his paper: A new cohomology
class on the moduli space of curves, Geometry & Topology, 27(7), 2695-2761.

(3) The 2025 George Szekeres Medal was awarded to Prof Enrico Valdinoci of
the University of Western Australia.

(4) The 2025 B.H. Neumann Prize was awarded to two recipients:
• Gustav Kjaerbye Bagger (UNSW Canberra), who spoke in the

Number Theory session with a talk entitled Norm-Euclidean cyclic
cubic fields; and

• James Morgan (University of Sydney), who spoke in the Topology
session, with a talk entitled: A combinatorial thick-thin decomposition
for closed irreducible 3-manifolds.

Four honourable mentions were awarded to:
• Tamara Tambyah (Monash University), who spoke in the Compu-

tational Mathematics session, with a talk entitled: Developing hp-
multigrid methods on cubed sphere meshes;

• Louie Bernhardt (University of Melbourne), who spoke in the Har-
monic Analysis session, with a talk entitled: Stability of solutions to
the Einstein equations undergoing decelerated expansion;

• Jacob Westerhout (University of Queensland), who spoke in the
Optimisation session, for a talk entitled Converses of the Extreme
Value Theorem; and

• Emma McQuire (Monash University), who spoke in the Topology
session, for a talk entitled Octahedral links and TV volume conjecture.

(5) The 2024 Mahony-Neumann-Room Prize was announced at the Opening
Ceremony and awarded to Russell Edson, Judith Bunder, Trent Mattner
and Anthony Roberts for their paper: Lyapunov exponents of the Kuramoto
Sivashinsky PDE. The ANZIAM Journal, 61(3) (2019), 270-285.

(6) The 2025 Mahony-Neumann-Room Prize was also announced at the Opening
Ceremony and awarded to Justin Forlano, Tadhiro Oh and Yuzhao Wang for
their paper: Stochastic nonlinear Schrodinger equation with almost space-
time white noise. J. Aust. Math. Soc. 109 (2020), no. 1, 44–67.

(8) The AustMS Award for Teaching Excellence was awarded to Dr Emily Cook
of Swinburne University of Technology.

(9) The AustMS Award for Teaching Excellence (Early Career) was awarded to
Dr Ravindi Nanayakkara of La Trobe University.

(10) At the 69th AustMS Annual General Meeting, it was confirmed that the
70th annual meeting of the Society be held at the University of Western
Australia, from Tuesday 1st December to Friday 4th December 2026. The
conference Co-Directors for this meeting are Prof Michael Giudici and Prof
Michael Small of the University of Western Australia.

(11) At their 139th meeting, AustMS Council approved the awards of Honorary
Member to the following members (announced at the 69th AustMS Annual
General Meeting).
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• Professor Geo↵ Prince in recognition of his outstanding service to
the Society as member of Council 2006-2009 and 2022-2025, observer
on Council 2016-2018 as AMSI Director, Vice President (Annual
Conferences) 2009-2010, Vice President 2019-2021, member of the
Membership & Marketing Committee 2018-2023 and its Chair 2018-
2019, 2021-2023.

• Professor Andrew Bassom in recognition of his outstanding service to
the Society for more than two decades as co-editor of the ANZIAM
Journal 2011-2025 and Council member 1996-1999 and 2011-2025.

• Dr Ross Moore in recognition of his outstanding service to the Society
for more than two decades as Web Editor 2003-2025 and member of
Council 2003-2025.

(12) At their 139th meeting, AustMS Council approved an Appreciation Award
for Dr Judith Bunder (announced at the 69th AustMS Annual General
Meeting) for her exceptional work on the Proceedings of the ANZIAM E-
Journal.

AustMS Accreditation

The following members have been accredited as Fellows (FAustMS):

• Associate Professor Ramiro A. Lafuente, University of Queensland;
• Professor Enrico Valdinoci, University of Western Australia;
• Dr Ross Moore, Macquarie University.

Deborah Jackson
Honorary Secretary AustMS Email: Secretary@AustMS.org.au

Deborah Jackson (nee Trueman) is an Adjunct Senior Lecturer
at La Trobe University and currently works as an online casual
administrative manager at the Sydney University STEM Teacher
Enrichment Academy. She began her academic career at Monash
University and then moved to Swinburne University. After several
years back at Monash, she joined La Trobe in 2010 and joined
Sydney University in 2024. Deborah was honorary Chair of the
Victorian Algebra Group from 1996 to 2003 and its Secretary from
1994 to 1995 and 2020 onwards. Deborah took over as Secretary of
the AustMS Society in September 2019.

mailto:Secretary@AustMS.org.au
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