OBITUARY
JAMES H. MICHAEL

Emeritus Professor James H Michael died suddenly on 17 April 2001, aged 81 years.

Prof Michael’s academic career in mathematics began in an unusual way. Jim, as he was known,
was born at Stirling North, and attended the local primary school and then the high school at
nearby Port Augusta. He left school at the age of 14 to work on his family’s sheep property.

During the war, Jim served with the 2/7th field regiment in Egypt, Syria and Palestine, earning
the Africa Star with clasp, and then at Tarakan in the Pacific, earning the Pacific Star. Towards
the end of his active service in the AIF from 1940 to 1945, he took advantage of the Army’s
educational programme to matriculate and pass first year University mathematics. On his
discharge he enrolled at the University of Adelaide under the Commonwealth Reconstruction
Training Scheme, and I had the pleasure of lecturing to him for two terms in 1948. Jim
graduated with First Class Honours in Mathematics in 1951, with an MSc in 1953, and with a
PhD in 1957. He was the first Adelaide PhD graduate in mathematics.

After spending some time at the Universities of Manchester and Glasgow while on a Nuffield
scholarship, Jim returned to Adelaide in 1958 to take up an appointment as a lecturer in the
Mathematics Department. He was promoted, in turn, to Senior Lecturer, Reader, and then
Professor. He did not take kindly to the professorial administrative obligations and resigned his
professorship, reverting to being a Reader in 1970. He was elected as a Fellow of the Australian
Academy of Science in 1973. A remarkable achievement for an early school leaver!

Jim fulfilled a leadership role in the Department of Pure Mathematics, from its establishment
in 1971 onwards. He served as Head/Chair in 1973 and 1975. He made continuing major
contributions to all aspects of the academic work of the department, to its smooth running,
and to its research standing, both national and international.

He was a very good lecturer at all levels. In general, a quiet man of few words, but at the
blackboard in front of a class, however large, he was confident, clear, and compelling. He had
the unusual gift of being able to make difficult concepts in mathematical analysis accessible to
students.

Jim Michael was active and successful in research in mathematical analysis. He had a great
deal of influence on the course of mathematics, and in particular analysis, in Australia. He
contributed significant and influential works in several fields of analysis, particularly partial
differential equations. He also supervised graduate students who have gone on to successful
mathematical careers. His graduate students in historical order were Dennis Clague, Ken
Pearson, Phil Howlett, Leon Simon, Tom Cooper, Barbara MacLeod (with Dr W.H. Abdi),
John van der Hoek, Graham Williams and Alan Kennington.

Jim retired from his academic duties in Adelaide, but not from mathematics, at the end of 1983.
The J.H. Michael Prize, awarded to the highest placed candidate for Level II Pure Mathematics,
was established in honour of his teaching. In July 1984, a mini-conference on Nonlinear Analysis
in his honour was held at the Centre for Mathematical Analysis at the Australian National
University, Canberra. He continued his research activity in a fruitful collaboration with W.P.
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Ziemer of the University of Indiana. His research led to 26 publications, the last being with
Ziemer in 1991.

Jim had a long and distinguished involvement with rifle shooting. He was captain of the
University Rifle Club for two years and shot in three Intervarsity competitions, gaining his
University Blue. He continued competitive rifle shooting to the end of his life.

Jim Michael was a quiet gentle man who commanded the respect of colleagues, students and all
who knew him. He devoted meticulous care to every activity he undertook, whether mathemat-
ical, administrative or recreational. His colleagues, both in Adelaide and beyond, remember
him with affection and with deep respect for his integrity and his concern for others as well as
his outstanding mathematical achievements.

Jim was devoted to his family. He is survived by his wife Pat, his daughter Mary Jane, his son
Philip and two grand children.

Ren Potts,

(with assistance from Jane Pitman and John van der Hoek)

Funded Postgraduate Mathematics in Delaware USA.

Consider studying in a world-class department with easy access to Philadel-
phia, Baltimore and New York. Our areas of strength include Applied Analysis
(partial differential and integral equations, and functional analysis), Applied
Mathematics (fluids, materials science and industrial applications), Discrete
Mathematics (combinatorics and finite geometry), and Wave Propagation (for-
ward and inverse scattering). If you have or are about to complete an excel-
lent ordinary, honours or masters degree, you may apply for a teaching assis-
tantship. The stipend depends on qualifications and experience but begins at
US $12000 for 9 months plus $2500 summer top-up. Exceptional applicants
will be considered for a UNIDEL Fellowship, starting at US $14000 per year.

For more information on the department see http://www.math.udel.edu or

contact
Professor Peter Monk,
Director of Graduate Studies,
Department of Mathematical Sciences,
- [TYor University of Delaware,
FIAWARF Newark DE 19716,

USA

e-mail: monk@math.udel.edu

Australian inquiries: Phil_Broadbridge@uow.edu.au 0242214400
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