OBITUARY NOTICE

Vale Roman Matlak 1912-1992

Roman and I graduated from the 1954 mathematics honours class at Sydney University.
Although we were a small group of seven students who knew one another well, Roman in his
quiet way was always reluctant to talk about his background. He was older than we were and
we knew that he had come in the earliest postwar migration scheme from war-torn Europe.

Roman was born in Southern Poland just north of the Carpathian Mountains on 3 October,
1912, the elder of two sons of a small farmer. He boarded away from home to attend high
school, paying for his lodging by tutoring. He went on to study mathematics at the University
of Cracow in 1931, twice interrupting his studies to take junior teaching positions to support
himself and his brother. He graduated Ph. Mgr. with honours in 1937. He had just taken a
teaching position at a Technical University when the war broke out and he was conscripted
as an oflicer in the Polish Army. He spent the six war years as a prisoner of war in Germany.
As a student in Sydney, he amused us with his habit of conserving every scrap of writing
paper, a habit which originated from his wartime captivity.

Roman came to Australia in 1949. The postwar migration scheme required him to take an
assigned job for two years and he worked as a kitchenhand at a migrant hostel in Cronulla.
In those days Australia only gave recognition to qualifications granted by British universities,
so Roman saved to begin study again at the University of Sydney in 1951.

After graduating in 1955 Roman taught at St Stanislaus College Bathurst and in 1956 he
joined the mathematics staff of the small Newcastle University College. In 1959 he married
Dorothy Shipp and in 1960 he transferred to the central campus of the University of New
South Wales at Kensington. He completed his research for a higher degree and gained
an honours masters degree from the University of Sydney in the early 1960’s. He moved
to Macquarie University in 1969. In 1970 he completed his doctoral research under the

supervision of Professor George Szekeres and gained his doctorate from the University of
N.S.W.

Roman was an early member of the Australian Mathematical Society and served on Council
from 1969-1971.

He retired in 1977 and took on a new career as an interpreter and translator for the
Department of Ethnic Affairs. He undertook this new task with as much devotion and care
as he had given to his scholarly work and teaching.

Roman and Dorothy have two daughters, Susy married with 2 children and Ellie.

Roman died in Sydney on 19 June, 1992 after several years of illness. He was a gentle
and unassuming man and a remarkably caring friend to those around him. As a scholar he
was totally committed to the high ideals of learning embodied in the European university
tradition. He will be remembered as one of the many who, by contributing their experience
of this European tradition, greatly enriched Australian university life.
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