OBITUARY
ERIC RUSSELL LOVE, 1912 - 2001

Russell Love, Professor of Mathematics at the University of Melbourne since 1952, died peace-
fully on 7th August, in his ninetieth year. He was active in the Department of Mathematics
and Statistics in both teaching and research up until the end of 1999.

Eric Russell Love was born in London on 31st March 1912, son of Robert Russell Love and
Lilla (ne Scott).

From 1918 to 1921, he was a pupil at Byron House in Highgate, London. He then spent a
year at Highgate Grammar School Prep., before migrating to Melbourne in 1922. He attended
Trinity Grammar School for a term, sharing a prize for Mental Arithmetic with A.G. Rylah.
He moved to Scotch College in 1923, where he completed his schooling in 1929 as Dux, and
obtained Leaving Honours Exhibitions in Geometry, Trigonometry, Mechanics, and Physics.

At the University of Melbourne from 1930 to 1933, Russell Love was an honours student in
Mathematics, being taught by T.M. Cherry, R.J.A. Barnard, and others. He lamented the fact
that some topics taught thoroughly in those days are paid less attention nowadays - in this
category he included geometry, mechanics, and conics and orbit theory. In his undergraduate
years, he resided in Ormond College, and expressed special regard for D.K. Picken, the Master.
Graduating in 1933, and being awarded the Aitchison Travelling Scholarship (valued at that
time at £350 per annum for two years), he journeyed to Cambridge and in 1935 was made a
Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge. This was his means of support for the next three years,
during which time he was a research student of L.C. Young; in addition to Young, Russell Love’s
lecturers included G.H. Hardy and J.E. Littlewood. In 1938, he was admitted to the degree of
Ph.D., and was elected into a Fellowship of Trinity College, which he deferred until 1948. As
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a Ph.D. student, he wrote an unpublished paper entitled ” The Riemann-Stieltjes Integral”, for
which he shared the Smith’s Prize with H.R. Pitt (who had researched Tauberian theorems) in
1937. Russell Love’s research led to his first publications of three papers.

In 1938, Russell Love married Elvie Cadle, of Dandenong; they had three offspring, Antony
Russell (born in 1941), Solway Elvie (1944), and Bernard Robert William (1947). Elvie pre-
deceased Russell, passing away in January, 1993.

Russell Love’s first teaching position was in Queen Mary College, University of London, for
the academic year 1938-1939. This was followed by another 12 month appointment, this time
at the University of Durham, after which he returned to the University of Melbourne in 1940
as a lecturer, joining a staff of five, which included Prof Cherry, K.E. Bullen, and M.H. Belz.
He progressed quickly up the academic ladder, being promoted to Senior Lecturer in 1945,
Associate Professor in 1949, and Professor in 1952. He remained in this position until his
retirement in 1977.

During his 37 years at the University of Melbourne, Russell Love set very high standards in
research, teaching, and administration. Let us look briefly at each of these facets of his work in
turn. In 1942, he was seconded to the Munitions Supply Laboratories (later called the Defence
Standards Laboratories), Maribyrnong, and worked on a variety of mathematical problems in
armaments and equipment. For example, one of his tasks was to explain the failure of cer-
tain gyroscopes used in automatic pilots in aircraft; the problem came down to calculating the
stress concentrations near defects in the gyro spindles, and to deal with the problem involved
the enlargement of the then existing tables of Legendre functions. In 1944, he was transferred
to the Aeronautical Research Laboratories, Fisherman’s Bend, where he worked with J.P.O.
Silberstein and others with the express purpose of enquiring into aircraft engine and propeller
vibration; the frequencies of vibration were found by means of eigenvalues calculated numer-
ically using electric calculating machines, clumsy and slow in contrast to modern computing
devices. The work carried out at Fisherman’s Bend resulted in two joint publications by the
Australian Council for Aeronautics. One of his earliest post-war research endeavours concerned
the problem of the electrostatic field of two equal circular coaxial conducting discs; this found
practical application some forty years later, when this elecrostatic field was needed by oncol-
ogists in connection with the treatment of tumours. This research led to his later interest
in integral equations; his other research interests during his career included almost periodic
functions, summability of series, generalized functions, and fractional calculus.

Many generations of students have benefited from Russell Love’s teaching. His lectures were
legendary models of clarity, accuracy, and completeness. He always gave top priority to his
teaching; he himself indicated that he devoted most of his time to lecture preparation and
teaching for many years after his return to the University of Melbourne following his secondment
during the war years. His usual procedure was to prepare each lecture the day before it was to
be given; he believed that this gave some spontaneity to the lecture. A former student, now
himself an academic, has summed up Russell Love’s teaching thus: “ He has been the most
important influence in my academic life. He was the best teacher I ever had, and is my role
model. I can try to imitate his clarity of organization, writing, and speech”. Amongst the
most successful students to pass through the University of Melbourne during Russell Love’s
time there included R.H. Dalitz, G.K. Batchelor, G.A. Watson, A.F. Pillow, C.A. Hurst, J.H.
Loxton, and Ruth Curtain.

On his appointment as Professor of Mathematics at the University of Melbourne in 1952, Russell
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Love succeeded Professor Cherry as Chairman of the Mathematics Standing Committee of the
Schools Board, University of Melbourne. In this position, he was never far removed from
syllabuses and examination papers in school mathematics. Within the University, he was Dean
of the Faculty of Arts from 1960 to 1962 (the Mathematics Department did not become part
of the Faculty of Science until 1966). And on Professor Cherry’s retirement at the end of 1963,
Russell Love became Head of the Department of Mathematics; his initial aim was to continue
the Cherry tradition of teaching those areas of mathematics most likely to serve Science and
Engineering students, but he soon realised that pressures for the Department to diversify its
offerings were too great to ignore, and so began a process of change in mathematics subjects
which others in the then Department of Mathematics continued after his retirement.

Russell Love retired in 1977. He became Professor Emeritus, and was appointed honorary
Professorial Fellow with the title of Professor in the Department of Mathematics. He was
awarded Sc.D., University of Cambridge in 1978 for his work in Analysis, and in 1991 he was
awarded the Honorary Degree of D.Sc., University of Melbourne. Since his retirement, he has
been an invited speaker at a substantial number of conferences, and has written 48 papers; the
dominant topics in his research during his retirement years have been inequalities and special
functions, especially Legendre functions. He has maintained his teaching interests by being a
sessional tutor in the Department of Mathematics.

The Mathematics Department (now the Department of Mathematics and Statistics) at the
University of Melbourne has been fortunate to have the services of Professor Russell Love for
60 years. He has contributed significantly to the development of the Department, the University
of Melbourne, and mathematics in the general community. He was a man of integrity - a true
gentleman, who was held in the highest esteem by his colleagues and his students.

John F. Clark, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, The University of Melbourne.

OBITUARY
KEVIN C. WESTFOLD

Professor Kevin C. Westfold passed away on 3 October, aged 80. He was a member of AustMS
and ANZIAM and was a Council member of the Society from 1959-1961 and 1962-1964. Prof
Westfold obtained three degrees from the University of Melbourne and the DPhil (Oxford) in
1951. He held fellowships from the Royal Astronomical society and the Astronomical Society
of Australia.

Prof Westfold was appointed Foundation Professor of Mathematics at Monash University and
Dean of Science from 1962 to 1975. He retired from the University in 1986 after five years as
Deputy Vice-Chancellor. His research contributions lie in the application of electromagnetic
theory to astrophysics and geophysics. For many years Kevin Westfold was a lay member of
the Committee of the Alfred Research and Ethics Unit at the Alfred Hospital, Melbourne. In
recent years he was Deputy Chair.
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