OBITUARY
FREDERICK VALENTINE ATKINSON

Professor Emeritus F.V. Atkinson, “Derick” to his friends and colleagues, of the University
of Toronto, died November 13, 2002. He was born January 25, 1916 in Pinner, Middlesex,
England. He entered Queen’s College, Oxford in 1934 and graduated B.A., with first class
honours in mathematics and Russian in 1937; and in 1939 was awarded a D.Phil. His doctoral
thesis, in the area of analytic number theory, was under the direction of E.C. Titchmarsh.

He served in the army throughout the war, attaining the rank of major. After his discharge from
the army, he returned to Oxford and taught there from 1946 to 1948, then moved to University
College, Ibadan, Nigeria, and served there for seven years. In 1956 he moved to Canberra
University College, now ANU. His final move was in 1960 to the University of Toronto where
he remained until his retirement in 1981, and where he was chairman of the mathematics
department from 1975 to 1981.

Professor Atkinson’s research initially was on the Riemann Zeta function. He obtained many
deep results in this area, perhaps the most important of these being that of finding the second
term of the asymptotic expansion of the mean square average of the Zeta function on the critical
line, a result that has been improved only in the last few years. This was published in Acta
Mathematica in 1949. He then turned to eigenfunction expansions associated with difference
and differential equations, obtaining very important results and published two books on the
subject, one of which has been translated into Russian. He also published work in various other
areas, including a basic paper on K-theory in Mat. Sbornik. In all he published more than
seventy research papers, and supervised the doctoral theses of six students.

Professor Atkinson’s achievements have been recognized by a large number of honours, the
most notable being election to fellowship in the Royal Society of Canada and to honorary
fellowship in the Royal Society of Edinburgh, the McDougall-Brisbane prize of the Royal Society
of Edinburgh and the Humboldt prize of the government of Germany.

In 1989 he was elected to the presidency of the Canadian Mathematical Society and served a
two year term with his usual great diligence and quiet dignity.

(This is an edited version of the obituary by P.G. Rooney, which appeared in The Notes of the
Canadian Mathematical Society, February/March 2003)

MathMedia

Today’s Topics Column, Newcastle Herald, 3 March 2003. “ Here’s some food for thought
from A*** D¥*** of Birubi Point. He writes: Are you aware that the number of turns in a
complete sequence of human DNA equals 33 degrees? He also says the 1929 Wall Street crash,
the invention of nuclear weapons at Alamogordo, New Mexico, the assassination of John F.
Kennedy, the Korean War and the Cuban Missile Crisis all occurred at 33 degrees on the north
latitude.”

[See also MathMedia on p. 106.]
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