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V.T. Buchwald - an Obituary 

Emeritus Professor Ted Buchwald, who died in April this year, helped to define the discipline 
of applied mathematics in Australia and the South Pacific. He played crucial roles in the 
creation of the Division of Applied Mathematics of the Australian Mathematical Society, 
convening the first meeting to discuss the issue, then moving the vital motion to establish 
the Division, and on its creation serving for three years as its Foundation Chairman. He 
also helped to found a journal for Australian applied mathematicians (namely the Journal 
of the Australian Mathematical Society, Series B: Applied Mathematics), which continues to 
this day as a flagship for Australian and regional applied mathematics. When the journal 
ran into difficulties in the late 1970s he offered UNSW as a site for its editorial office, and 
persuaded Ian Sloan (then an impressionable younger academic in the Department of Applied 
Mathematics) to take on the role of Editor, thereby reflecting the real influence he continued 
to exert behind the scenes. 

Ted was born in Bratislava in 1929, and moved with his family to England, where he received 
most of his schooling. With mathematics as his first love, he majored in applied mathematics 
at Manchester, before taking a PhD at London. He then taught high school mathematics 
for five years in Britain, an experience that served him well in later years, when he became 
Chairman of the HSC Mathematics Examination Committee for NSW, and for many years 
a member of HSC syllabus, examination and executive committees. 

In 1956 he became Lecturer of Mathematics at the University of Manchester, moving to 
Australia five years later to take up the position of Reader in Applied Mathematics at 
the University of Sydney. In that position he taught applied mathematics to a number of 
youngster_s who went on to have distinguished careers of their own. These include Professor 
Lance Leslie, now a Professor of Applied Mathematics at UNSW, and Professor Herbert 
Huppert FRS, who is Professor of Theoretical Geophysics at the University of Cambridge. 

Ted Buchwald moved to UNSW in 1968 to take up the position of Professor of Applied 
\/Iathematics and Head of the School of Mathematics, holding the latter position until he 
brcame Dean of Science, a position he held for nine years until his retirement in 1989. 

His impact at U:'-JSW was strong from the beginning, because of the spirit of energy and 
commitment that he brought to the position. He took every opportunity to strengthen the 
School through appointments, a notable achievement from his time as Head of School being his 
recruitment of Gavin Brown (now Vice Chancellor of the University of Sydney) as Professor 
of Pure Mathematics. 

Ted also contributed greatly to the social life of the School, through his infectious enthusiasm 
for School parties and outings, and through his serious commitment to lunch-time games. 

Ted was never far from controversy, but it was in his relations with John Blatt, the existing 
Professor of Applied Mathematics when Ted was appointed, that the clash of opinion was 
most marked. Whatever the reasons for the often explosive conflicts between the two men, 
relations between the two Professor of Applied Mathematics deteriorated to the point where 
their working relationship almost ceased. This impossible situation was resolved eventually 
by Ted's departure from the Department of Applied Mathematics, to take over as Head 
of the Department of Engineering Mathematics. With typical energy and creativity, Ted 
immediately recast this department, until then seen as essentially a service department, as 
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the Department of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics, and gave it a strong research focus 
in fluid dynamics. 

For many years thereafter the School of Mathematics at UNSW had, in effect, two depart­
ments of applied mathematics. While this was in many ways a handicap for the School, 
particularly in its relations with students, there can be no doubt that Ted Buchwald made 
good use of the opportunity to build a first class group of researchers and teachers in fluid 
dynamics at UNSW. In later years this group was further strengthened by the incorporation 
of the Science Faculty's physical oceanography group (initially started by a General Devel­
opment initiative of Ted Buchwald when he was Dean) into the School of Mathematics. It is 
one of Ted's greatest legacies that UNSW's School of Mathematics now has one of the largest 
and most successful geophysical fluid dynamics groups of any Australian university. 

After his retirement Ted was for a time Head of Mathematics at the University of the South 
Pacific, cementing many years of association with that university, originally in the role of 
External Assessor in Mathematics. 

Throughout his professional life he remained an active researcher, contributing to plane 
elastostatics, waves in elastic solids, theory of thin shells and physical oceanography; in 
particular, his work on continental shelf waves with John Adams in the late 1960s was 
considered a major breakthrough. His lifetime of devotion to applied mathematics is nicely 
reflected in his last research paper: a joint paper with Frank Viera on evaporation from a 
soil of finite depth, this paper is the last paper of Volume 39 of the Journal of the Australian 
Mathematical Society, Series B, April 1998. 

He is survived by his wife Gita and three children. The Buchwald name and memory of a 
fourth child, Esther, who predeceased Ted, is perpetuated at UNSW by the Buchwald Award 
in Applied Mathematics, for a student in the Honours year in applied mathematics. 
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Grants For Special Interest Meetings 

The Society sponwrs Special Interest Meetings on specialist topics at diverse geographical 
locations around Australia. This activity is seen as a means of generating a stronger 
professional profile for the Society within the Australian mathematical community, and of 
stimulating better communication between mathematicians with similar interests who are 
scattered throughout the country. 

These grants are intended for once-off meetings and not for regular meetings. If it is intended 
to hold regular rneetings on a specific subject area, the organizers should consider forming a 
Special Interest Group of the Society. If there is widespread interest in a subject area, there 
is also the mechanism for forming a Division within the Society. 

If you are interested in running a special interest meeting, an application form is available 
from the Secretary, whose name and address appear on the outside back cover of this issue. 

The rules governing the approval of grants are as follows. 
( a) Each Special Interest Meeting must be clearly advertised as an activity supported by the 

Australian Mathematical Society. 
(b) The organi;:er must be a member of the Society. 
( c) The meeting must be open to all members of the Society. 
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