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SIMON ROSENBLAT 

23 June 1931 - 19 September 2002 

Simon Rosenblat was born in Poland and educated in Sydney. He was awarded a PhD from the 
University of Sydney in 1957 for work on aerodynamic forces on an aerofoil. Following senior 
appointments at Imperial College London and the Technion, Haifa, where he worked in fluid 
mechanics, Simon took up the Chair of Applied Mathematics at the University of Melbourne 
in 1972. 

Simon's Chair and the Chair of Mathematics (Pure and Mixed), which was also filled in 1972, 
had been vacant for some time and the new Professors set about to update and modernise 
the undergraduate mathematics curriculum. He had a holistic view of mathematics and was 
instrumental in having Chair titles abolished and a fourth Chair of Mathematics created with 
preference given to candidates in contemporary areas of Pure Mathematics. The integrated 
Department of Mathematics formed under Simon's headship had identified research groupings 
and cross-disciplinary teaching and undergraduate supervision. The model was flexible, it 
worked well and has stood the test of time. 

In 1973, a small group of Professors of Applied Mathematics met to discuss the possibility of 
forming a separate society. The outcome of this meeting, in which Simon played a significant 
role, was the formation in 1975 of a separate Division of Applied Mathematics within the 
Australian Mathematical Society and the new Journal B. He was chair of DAM in 1977. The 
division was subsequently renamed ANZIAM to reflect the growing composition and research 
activities of its members. 

During Simon's tenure at Melbourne, research activity, research funding and graduate student 
numbers in Mathematics grew dramatically. In 1983, after eleven years at Melbourne, Simon 
decided to move on and he took up the department headship at Illinois Institute of Technology 
in Chicago. 

Simon had wide-ranging interests in applied mathematics, from non-Newtonian fluid mechan­
ics, nonlinear Marangoni convection to bifurcation theory. During the 80's he and Michael 
Engleman began to develop computer programs for modelling fluid flow, which resulted in the 
well-known software FIDAP used for industrial applications. Simon left IIT to start and lead 
the Chicago-based company Fluid Dynamics International, which carried out applied mathe­
matical consultancy as well as a software development. The company was sold in the late 90's 
and Simon retired to San Francisco. 

He is survived by his wife Tina and two daughters, Cathryn and Anna. 
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