
OBITUARY 

C.J. ELIEZER 

12 June 1918 - 10 March 2001 

Christie Eliezer was a mathematician and academic of rare talent, a man who worked on four 
continents and whose work on electrodynamics is still widely cited by the mathematical physics 
community. 

Christie graduated from the University College of Ceylon at the age of 19 before becoming 
Wrangler (1st class) in the Mathematical 'Iripos at Cambridge, along the way winning the Sir 
Isaac Newton Scholarship in Mathematics and the Smith Prize. In 1945 he was awarded a PhD, 
supervised by P.A.M. Dirac and H.J. Bhabha, for a thesis "On the effect of radiation damping 
on the motion of electrons". This thesis formed the basis for Christie's work on and extension 
of the Lorentz-Dirac equation describing the self-field of an accelerating electron and over the 
next five years it made him quite famous. He was elected to a fellowship at Christ College 
Cambridge (1946-1949). Despite this success Christie kept another iron in the fire and in 1949 
was appointed Barrister at the Inner Temple in London. (Many years later he told me that he 
had planned for a mid-life change of career but happily he stuck to mathematics.) 

In 1948 he relinquished his fellowship to take up the Chair in Mathematics at the newly es­
tablished University of Ceylon. During the subsequent period he held a Fulbright at Princeton 
and won a number of awards including a D.Sc. from the University of London. He was also an 
active participant in the Pugwash conferences during the 50's and 60's. 

In 1959 he took up the Chair in Mathematics at the University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur 
where he also served for some time as Deputy Vice-Chancellor. His final academic appointment 
was to the inaugural Chair of Applied Mathematics at La 'Irobe University in 1968. Christie 
was made Emeritus Professor at La 'Irobe in 1983. 

During a period when university life was more balanced than it is today Christie was a generous 
teacher and administrator as well as a researcher. He pursued interests in classical and quantum 
electrodynamics, classical mechanics, general relativity, inequalities and Lie group techniques 
for differential equations. Christie was a gifted teacher of undergraduates and, as a PhD student, 
I witnessed the meticulous preparation which underpinned his lectures and textbooks. He also 
committed considerable time to academic administration at a time when academics had more 
control of university affairs. 

My principal experience of Christie Eliezer was as his last PhD student, an episode which I 
thoroughly enjoyed. Christie had an immensely attractive personality ( and some charming 
idiosyncrasies) which, combined with his prodigious mathematical talent and long experience, 
made him a captivating and masterful thesis adviser. I am sure his many graduate students 
were similarly affected by their experience of his supervision. 

In addition to his academic life, Christie was a tireless advocate for the Tamil communities in 
Sri Lanka and Australia. His wife Ranee was his partner in this. He was awarded membership 
of the Order of Australia and an honorary doctorate from the University of Jaffna in part as 
recognition for this work. Christie is much missed by his many friends and colleagues at La 
Trobe and elsewhere. 

Geoff Prince 
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OBITUARY 

DAVID ALAN DEOBHANKAR MUSTARD 

David Mustard died in Sydney on 28th June, 2001 after a long battle with lymphoma. 

David was born in London on 12th September 1930, son of an Englishwoman, Lucy Mustard, 
and N. R. Deobhankar, an Indian doctor engaged in the struggle for Indian independence. His 
early childhood was terribly disrupted. By the time he was seven, when he and his mother 
went to join his father in India, he had already been to five schools in three countries, spread 
across the world. Eventually he went to an American school in Mussoorie, in the foothills of 
the Himalaya, where he made lifelong friends. 

In 1947 he came, alone, to Australia to study. In Sydney, he worked as an office boy and for a 
radio station and went to night school to get his radio operator's licence until he was awarded 
a scholarship and studied nuclear physics at Sydney University. He worked as a geophysicist 
in the Northern Territory and then, while working as a physicist at the CSIRO, he returned to 
studying and mathematics became his intellectual passion. 

In 1959, David was appointed as a Lecturer in Mathematics at the University of New South 
Wales. His early research was in collaboration with the formidable Professor John Blatt in 
nuclear physics and numerical analysis. In 1964 he was awarded an M.Sc. for his work on 
numerical integration in n dimensions. His interests later turned to control theory and he 
worked on developing strategies for the optimal usage of green manure and nitrogenous fertiliser. 
There was a serious purpose behind the project, arising from his long engagement with India 
and its problems. 
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The most successful phase of David's research, into fractional Fourier transforms (FracFT) 
and related problems in harmonic analysis, began late in his life. He wrote important early 
articles on the FracFT, in particular in connection with the Wigner distribution function and 
on uncertainty principles. Subsequently the usefulness of the FracFT has been appreciated in 
the areas of optics and signal processing. In time he became an authority on the FracFT. All 
this from someone who never learned trigonometry at school! David formally retired in 1995. 
Typically, in recent years he took great pleasure in helping the Turkish mathematician Ozaktas 
and colleagues in the writing of their book on the FracFT. He drew satisfaction from receiving 
an early copy of the book just before he died. 

David was a cultured and learned man with interests ranging from linguistics, art and music 
through to Indian vegetarian cuisine and mountain-climbing in the Himalaya. He spoke Hindi 
and Urdu with near-native proficiency. As a lecturer he was serious and meticulous yet would 
sometimes regain the attention of a class by blowing a whistle or firing a cap gun. In outlook, 
he was an internationalist and spent time teaching and researching in India and Thailand in 
addition to the more traditional sabbaticals in the UK. 

David is survived by his wife Barbara and his step-daughter India as well as his daughter Trinka 
and son Jonathan from his first marriage. David will long be remembered by his friends and 
colleagues for his talent, charm, generosity and style; and at the end, for his courage in the face 
of severe pain and serious illness. 

Bill McKee 
with assistance from Barbara Spode, Ian Sloan and Colin Sheppard. 

OBITUARY 

GEOFF LATHAM 

Geoff Latham passed away unexpectedly in Adelaide on 30 December 2001. He was 42 years 
of age. 

Colleagues will rember that Geoff was a Postdoctoral Fellow, and subsequently a Research 
Fellow, in the Centre for Mathematical Analysis from 1988 to 1990, and in the Centre for 
Mathematics and its Applications from 1991 to early 1994. With the introduction of the 
program structure in SMS in 1992, he became a member of the Advanced Computation and 
Modelling Program. 

After Geoff left the ANU he joined Commonwealth Funds Management Limited, and then the 
Defence Science Technology Organisation (DSTO) in Elizabeth, South Australia, where he was 
working at the time of his death. 

Peter Hall 
with thanks to Verdune Biles and Neil 'lrudinger. 
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OBITUARY 

HENRY OLIVER LANCASTER, AO, FAA 1913 - 2001 

Emeritus Professor Oliver Lancaster died in his sleep on 2 December, 2001 aged 88 years. He 
was the Foundation Professor of Mathematical Statistics at the University of Sydney, a position 
he held from 1959 until his retirement in 1978. He was an active member of the Australian 
Mathematical Society from its establishment being elected to the applied mathematics position 
on the initial Council in 1956. He later served on the Executive as Secretary for four years 
(1959-63) and was Society President in 1967-68. 

Henry Oliver Lancaster was born on 1 February 1913, the second son of Llewellyn and Edith 
(nee Smith) Lancaster. He spent his childhood in Kempsey, N.S.W. where his father practised 
medicine. After completing his secondary education at West Kempsey Intermediate High School 
he enrolled at the University of Sydney in an Arts degree but transferred to Medicine at the end 
of his first year graduating with Honours in 1937. During the next three years he was a Resident 
Medical Officer and then Resident Pathologist at Sydney Hospital. Following the outbreak of 
war he joined the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps as a pathologist, eventually rising 
to the rank of Major. He spent one year in the Middle East and two years in New Guinea. 
He remained in the army until April 1946 but his interest in mathematics and statistics had 
developed rapidly during this period. The undertook formal study towards an Arts degree 
under an army education scheme, eventually graduating with Honours in Pure Mathematics. 

On returning to civilian life he joined the staff of the School of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine in Sydney. He spent 1948 as a Rockefeller Fellow in Medicine at the London School 
of Hygiene. Oliver's interest in the statistics of blood-counting led him to a study of dis­
crete distributions. In London he was encouraged to pursue his investigations of partitions of 
chi-squared statistics by the mathematical statistician J.O. Irwin. This research resulted in 
the thesis entitled The Application of Chi-Squared to Discrete Distributions for which he was 
awarded a PhD in 1953. 

He made many contributions to medical research. In addition to a long series of papers studying 
the changes in mortality in Australia due to different diseases, he published a classical paper in 
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1951 which established the influence of rubella during pregnancy on deafness in the offspring and 
an article in 1956 linking melanoma to latitude. On retirement from the Chair of Mathematical 
Statistics he returned to medical statistics and completed an extensive, scholarly study on world 
mortality, Expectations of Life (1990), and a study of the impact of quantitative methods in 
the biological and medical sciences, Quantitative Methods in Biological and Medical Sciences 
(1994). 

Oliver's many mathematical papers were devoted to the study of orthogonal functions and their 
applications to statistical problems. He was the centre of a very productive research group that 
probed the nature of statistical dependence. His research students in the 1960's included G.K. 
Eagleson, R.C. Griffiths, M.A. Hamdan, C.C. Heyde and J. Robinson. During his career Oliver 
produced over 130 research papers and six books covering both his medical and mathematical 
work. 

Oliver was a firm believer in supporting Australian journals and working to ensure that they 
were of the highest international standard. From the establishment of the Australian Mathe­
matical Society the intention was always to publish a first class journal of mathematics. In Some 
Recollections of Henry Oliver Lancaster (1996) lodged in the University of Sydney Archives, 
Oliver says he was surprised when the first editor T.G. Room FRS said that "the standard of 
our Journal can be taken as equivalent to the Annals of Mathematical Statistics", feeling that 
this may have been aiming a little too high. However T.M. Cherry FRS also supported this 
view and encouraged all the senior mathematicians to put their best papers into The Journal 
of the Australian Mathematical Society. Oliver had three papers published in the first volume 
including one of his most important mathematical papers on the characterization of the normal 
distribution via the independence of linear forms in mutually independent random variables; 
(J. Aust. Math. Soc. 1 (1960), 368-383). 

In 1947 Oliver Lancaster, Stewart Rutherford and Helen Turner called a meeting that resulted 
in the formation of the Statistical Society of New South Wales. Oliver edited the new Society's 
major publication, The Bulletin of the Statistical Society of New South Wales for nine years 
until 1958. In 1959 he was appointed as the founding editor of The Australian Journal of 
Statistics so named in anticipation of a national society that was finally established in 1962. 
Oliver served as editor until 1971 and as the President of the Statistical Society of Australia in 
1965-6. 

Oliver Lancaster was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Science in 1961 and was 
awarded of the Thomas Ranken Lyle Medal for Mathematics by the Australian Academy of 
Science in the same year. He was made an Honorary Life Member of both the Statistical Society 
of Australia (1972) and the Australian Mathematical Society (1981). In 1980 he was awarded 
the Pitman Medal by the Statistical Society of Australia and was made an Officer of the Order 
of Australia in 1992. 

With the passing of Oliver Lancaster, Australia has lost one of its strongest advocates for local 
learned societies. Throughout his career he was actively involved with local journals and soci­
eties and encouraged his students and colleagues to follow his example by refereeing, reviewing 
and supporting Australian scientific organisations. 

Neville Weber, 
School of Mathematics and Statistics, 
The University of Sydney. 
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