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An open letter regarding proposed cuts to Mathematics at Cardiff University.

Professor Wendy Larner, Vice Chancellor, Cardiff University
Dear Professor Larner,

I am deeply concerned to hear about proposed cuts to mathematics at Cardiff University, and
write on behalf of the Australian Mathematical Society to express my strong support of your
Mathematics Department. I enjoin you to reconsider the proposed cuts, and to work with the
Mathematics Department to ensure the ongoing health of mathematical research and education
in Wales.

I understand that the university sector in the UK is under financial pressure. However, math-
ematics is critical to our collective future, as demonstrated by high and rapidly increasing
employer demand for mathematically skilled graduates. As Wales’ flagship university and a
member of the Russell group, Cardiff university plays a critical role in ensuring that Welsh
students have access to world-class education in this vital field of study. The proposed cuts
to Mathematics would disadvantage Welsh students relative to students elsewhere in the UK
through insufficient depth of mathematical education and research in Wales.

Cardiff University has a genuinely world-leading mathematics department with a long and in-
ternationally recognised history of research excellence and of training excellent students of the
mathematical sciences across the full spectrum of pure mathematics, applied mathematics and
statistics. Maintaining this bastion of excellence will assure Cardiff’s continued place amongst
the UK’s most respected universities, and provide the young people of Wales with the continued
opportunity to study an increasingly vital discipline and ensure their place in a data-driven
world. Please reconsider your decision, and ensure the strong future of mathematics at Cardiff.

Sincerely,
Dr Aidan Sims, President
Australian Mathematical Society
Distinguished Professor
School of Mathematics

and Applied Statistics

University of Wollongong, NSW 2522
Australia



