SOCIETY MEDAL TO HYAM RUBINSTEIN

As part of the opening ceremony at the Society's Annual Meeting at Deakin
University last month, President Neil Trudinger presented the 1987 Australian ‘
Mathematical Society Medal to Professor J.H. Rubinstein of the University of Melbourne.
The following citation accompanied the award. ’

Hyam Rubinstein's work on the topology of 3-manifolds has brought himself
and Australia recognition in an area whichhas a large number of active researchers
world wide. He has introduced geometric ideas for the solution of basic problems
and these ideas have been taken up and further developed by workers in Britain and
the United States. His inventive approach is illustrated by such techrniques &s his
clever use of embedded Klein bottles or his introduction of a piecewise linear
analogue of minimal surfaces to prove the equivariant sphere theorem. It is no
exaggeration to say that our present understanding of free actions of finite groups
on the 3-sphere owes as much to him as to any other mathematician.

Following the presentation, Hyam, pictured below, gave a short -address on his
recent work. ;
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