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Daniel Mansfield is a Lecturer in the School of Mathematics and Statistics at
UNSW. Daniel has been called the “Indiana Jones” of mathematics, combining
the latest technology in teaching with his research in ancient Babylonian
mathematics.

Daniel began his academic career in 2015 as an associate lecturer at UNSW.
Through his online teaching Daniel has given customized, instantaneous and
meaningful feedback to the entire cohort of first-year mathematics students,
and he has done so in a way that has simultaneously improved student
outcomes and reduced the cost of delivery.

Daniel has been described as an inspiring lecturer with boundless energy. In
2017, his ground-breaking research with Norman Wildberger in understanding
Plimpton 322 as a trigonometric table, made headlines around the world. The
long-forgotten Babylonian approach to mathematics is dramatically different
from the modern Greek-inspired approach, and offers a fresh and unexpected
perspective on undergraduate mathematical concepts, which Daniel shares with
his students.

Citation: For an outstanding impact upon student engagement and learning. For
inspiring his students with his enthusiasm, and in particular for incorporating his
ancient Mesopotamian research into his lessons that add a unique cultural
perspective which makes even the oldest mathematics seem new again. In
addition, for his relentless efforts in online teaching that have resulted in
innovative, bespoke and customised applications that reach the entire cohort of
first year mathematics students at UNSW. This has led to a demonstrated
improvement in both student satisfaction and outcomes that has been
recognised by UNSW and the wider community.



