
Citation for Craig Westerland 

Craig Westerland completed his PhD at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
in 2004 under the supervision of Igor Kriz.  After a number of short term, 
research intensive appointments that included Princeton’s Institute of 
Advanced Studies, University of Copenhagen and University of Wisconsin, he 
moved to The University of Melbourne in 2008 where he was appointed first as 
a lecturer and more recently as ARC Future Fellow.      

At The University of Melbourne, Craig developed a pioneering research 
program in algebraic topology and its connections with geometry, 
mathematical physics and number theory. Among Craig’s many contributions 
at least three are already recognised as ground breaking by the international 
cognoscenti in these branches of mathematics.  They are: (i) his works (joint 
with Ellenberg and Venkatesh) on the homological stability for Hurwitz spaces 
and the Cohen-Lenstra conjecture over function fields; (ii) his proof of a higher 
chromatic analogue of Snaith's theorem; and (iii) his results (joint with Wahl) 
on the Hochschild homology of structured algebras. In particular, the main 
homology stability result for Hurwitz spaces is striking in that the label spaces 
of interest are not connected and only after a careful choice of components do 
the spaces satisfy homology stability. Overall, Craig is now recognised as a 
leading expert on the intricate algebraic structures that appear in string 
topology, having both contributed to elaborating the theory of such structures 
and computed explicitly such structures for specific spaces. 


